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South Africa: Farrakhan’s Visit ‘Silver Lining for 
Black People’ 

MB3001191596 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
30 Jan 96 p 10 


[Editorial] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) It is not surprising that the 
visit to South Africa by African-American leader Louis 
Farrakhan has elicited such emotional responses from 
South Africans - responses often coloured by race. 


We believe that, despite his views and the fact that 
he is friendly with people such as Libya’s Mu’ ammar 
Qadhdhfi who are enemies of the West, it was the 
correct thing to allow Farrakhan into the country and for 
President Mandela to have met him, [word indistinct] if 
they did not agree on every issue. 


After all, it is a prerequisite for the building of peace and 
understanding in the world that we should be willing to 
engage those who happen to hold views Jifferent frorn 
our Own. 


Despite the controversy it has sparked off, Farrakhan’s 
visit does, in fact, have a silver lining for black people 
in this country. His message of black pride; the need to 
reconstruct black families and communities and to fight 
drugs, is as relevant to black South Africans as it is to 
blacks in his own country. 


As black South Africans, we have to pause and ask 
ourselves why we have been so ready to visit such 
Savagery On one another, as we are doing in KwaZulu- 
Natal, for instance. We must ask ourselves why we 
allow drug barons and car thieves to operate almost 
unhindered in our Communities. 


Of course, much of what Farrakhan preaches does 
not apply to South Africa because it stems from the 
American context and the African-American experience 
there. We do not consider that Farrakhan’s other views 
on religion, race and gender will enjoy much sympathy 
from most South African blacks. They constitute but 
one way of looking at the world. 


South Africa: AWB Accuses ANC of ‘Active’ Role 
in Swaziland Strike 


MB3001163396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The AWB [Afrikaner Weer- 
standsheweging; Afrikaner Resistance Movement] has 
accused the ANC, the [South African] Communist 
Party. and the National Intelligence Agency of playing 
an active role in the pro-democracy strike in Swaziland 
that ended yesterday. 
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The far right-wing organization says the stability which 
has prevailed in Swaziland is entirely due to the fact that 
King Mswati III created a stable environment by recog- 
nizing the culture of Africa, and ruling accordingly. 


The AWB says this isn’t acceptable to, as it put it, the 
ANC-Communist Party rabble in South Africa. It says 
intelligence services have for some time been aware 
that subsersives from South Africa have been at work 
in Swazi trade unions. 


Mandela’s Office Denies Funds Donated to 
Nigerian Groups 


MB3001 144296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The office of President Nelson 
Mandela has denied reports that he donated 2 million 
rands io Nigerian opposition groups to topple the 
government of General Sami Abacha. 


Presidential spokesperson, Parks Mankahlana, says Mr. 
Mandela did not meet the Nigerian National Democratic 
Coalition, or its overseas arm, the National Liberation 
Council, and it is untrue that he gave them funding. 


Earlier, Nigerian state television was quoted as saying 
the leaders of South Africa and Burkina Faso had 
Offered aid to opposition groups. 


Race Institute Views Stability After Mandela Steps 
Down 


MB3101163496 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
31] Jan96 p7 


[Report by Mondli Makhanya] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The departure of President 
Mandela from the political centre stage at the turn of the 
century will not cause major hiccups says South African 
Institute of Race Relations chief executive John-Kane 
Berman. 


In an article entitled “Political Scenario 1996-2000", 
written for the Institute's Fast Facts publication, Kane- 
Berman says it is unlikely that Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki and Constitutional Assembly chairman Cyril 
Ramaphosa, the front runners to succeed Mandela will 
introduce significant changes to ANC policy. 


Policy-making will remain “the product of collective 
decision-making” . 


Kane-Berman also predicts that in the absence of 
strong political opposition outside KwaZulu/Natal the 
ANC will win the 1999, general election with a 60% 
majority. The ANC's strong performance in those 
elecuons will also be due to the support of the “black 
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labour aristocracy” and black middle class, who will feel 
indebted to the ANC because of its favourable treatment 
of organised labour and its affirmative action policies. 


The slow pace of delivery will also not affect the ANC’s 
performance as patronage will have engendered a lot of 
loyalty among civil servants. The partial success of the 
RDP (Reconstruction and Development Program] will 
outweigh disillusionment among people who will have 
not felt a material improvement in their circumstances. 
Such disillusionment will translate into apathy rather 
than votes against the ANC. 


He also warns that affirmative action in the public and 
private sector will ensure that South Africa ‘remais a 
race-Couscious society long after the abolition of the old 
apartheid laws”. 


Although it will breed resentment among whites, this 
group is not politically united to effect protest. Instead 
the policy will lead to a “lit uited but steady exodus of 
whites from SA [South Africa]. 


On the question of KwaZulu/Natal, Kane Berman says 
that IFP’s [Inkatha Freedom Party} rejection of the 
final constitution drawn up without its input will see 
the constitution being rejected by the majonty of the 
province’s population. And the conflict in that province 
will continue “with periodic upsurges of violence and 
security clampdowns”. 


During the remainder of this decade KwaZulu/Natal 
will be characterised by “a kind of violent bul stable 
equilibrium”, with neither the IFP or the ANC able 
permanently to triumph over the other. But, contends 
Kane Berman, this will not affect thc stability of the 
country. 


Defense Minister Names New Chief of S. African 
Air Force 


MB3001144596 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 26 Jan 96 pp |, 2 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Major-General Willem 
Hechter will become the new Chief of the South 
African [SA] Air Force and be promoted to Lt-General 
in May, Defense Minister Joe Modise announced 
yesterday. 


Gen Hechter succeeds Lt-Gen James Kriel, who 1s 
retiring at the end of April. Other promotions include 
Maj-Gen Bertus Burger, the Inspector Genera! of the 
SA National Defence Force [SANDF], who will be 
promoted to Chief of Air Staff, effective on May 1}. 


Rear-Admiral Johan Retief, presently Chief of Naval 
Staff Operations, will become the Inspector-General of 
the SANDF. 
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Brig Peter Muller presently Director of Maintenance and 
Aircraft Systems at SA Air Force Headquarters, will 
be promoted to the rank of Maj-Gen and appointed as 
Chief of Air Staff Logistics at Air Force Headquarters, 
effective on February 1. He succeeds Maj-Gen Gert Nel, 
who 1s retiring at the end of January. 


Brig Roelf Beukes presently Chief of Air Staff Plans at 
South African Air Force Headquarters, will be promoted 
to the rank of Maj-Gen and appointed as the Inspector- 
General of the Air Force, effective on March 1. 


He succeeds Maj-Gen Ollie Holmes, who is retiring at 
the end of February. 


South African Defense Force Major Arrested for 
1992 Christmas Murder 


MB3001204996 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] A major in the South African 
National Defense Force in Port Elizabeth has been 
arrested, and will appear in the King Williams Town 
regional court tomorrow in connecuon with the golt 
club massacre at King Williams Town in November 
1992. Four people were killed and 17 seriously injured 
when a group of armed men attacked Christmas revelers 
at the club. Hand grenades and AK 47 rifles were used 
on the attack. The major was arrested by members of 
the SAPS’s [South African Police Service} Unrest and 
Violent Crime Unit in East London. He will face four 
murder and S7 attempted murder charges. Police are 
invesugating a possible link to the St. James’ massacre 
in Cape Town. 


South Africa: Meeting Held To Bring IFP Back to 
Constitutional Assembly 


MB34001115296 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1109 GMT 340 Jan 96 


|[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Jan 40 SAPA 
— Talks were held on Monday between senior ANC, 
NP [National Party] and IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party} 
representatives aimed at facilitating the re-entry of the 
IFP into the Constitutional Assembly [CA]. 


Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Development Min- 
ister Roelf Meyer's spokesman Ivak Retief confirmed 
on {word indistinct] that an hour-long meeting had been 
held in Pretona between Meyer, his Deputy Valli Moosa 
of the ANC) and Correctional Services Minister Sipo 
Mzimela (of the IFP). Retief declined to elaborate, but 
it ts understood the talks — described as exploratory at 
this stage —- are part of an on-going efi: re-involve 
the IFP in the national constitution-writing process 
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The three men were also part of a CA delegation 
to Germany this month to study federalism in that 
country’s constitution. It is understood further talks 
could be held once Mzimela has reported back to IFP 
leader, Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


South Africa: Zulu Representatives Threaten Strike 
if Talks Proceed 


MB3001 161296 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 
29-31 Jan 9 pl 


[Report by Dudu Mbatha] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The traditional ieaders’ repre- 
sentatives in Gauteng, estimated to be 200, resolved at 
their meeting held last Saturday in Germiston to stage 
a ‘trike in KwaZulu/Natal that will bring businesses in 
the province to a halt if President Nelson Mandela con- 
tinues with his efforts to call for a general gathering of 
the Zulus at the king's kraal. 


In a statement sent to ILANGA, the representatives 
say they are totally against the gathering called by 
the Zulu king and President Mandela, before Mandela 
explains about the 28 March Shell House massacre 
ordered by him. The statement continues, “ As Zulus, 
we cannot be told by Mr. Mandela how to run our 
affairs. He should go to his home town in the Cape 
and solve their problems.” Further, the king denied that 
the people massacred were Zulus, bul said they were 
Inkatha members. 


If President Mandela really wants peace, he would long 
ago have explained what his intentions were about the 
massacre. In conclusion, the representatives said that the 
king should have first consulted the traditional leaders 
before entering into any agreement of sorts with Mr. 
Mandela. 


South Africa: Traditional Leaders Propose 
Mid-February for Zulu Meeting 

MB3001173896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Traditional leaders in 
KwaZulu/Natal have proposed a mid-February date 
for their meeting with Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini. 
Sources close to the chiefs say the meeting will be held 
at an undisclosed venue. 


President Nelson Mandela has asked IFP (Inkatha Free- 
dom Party] leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi to arrange 
such a mecting, to pave the way for the Zulu nation 
imbizo (traditional Zulu gathering]. The source says the 
proposed date has been sent to the office of President 
Mandela. Mr. Mandela and Chief Buthelezi are expected 
to attend the meeting. 
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The proposed inid-February date for the last prelimi- 
nary talks between Mr. Mandela, Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini, Mr. Buthelezi, and the amakhosi [chiefs] 
will inevitably mean that the president's plans for the 
imbizo will have been delayed. However, Mr. Mandela 
told our political news team yesterday that his plans 
for the imbizo were on track. More than 300 traditional 
leaders are expected i0 attend the meeting, which is a 
vital precursor to the imbizo. 


South Africa: IFP’s Jiyane Says ANC MPL 
Carrying Out ‘Reign of Terror’ 

MB30°1 184396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1709 GMT 30 Jun 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN Jan 30 SAPA — 
The Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] on Tuesday appealed 
to KwaZulu-Natal police to take swift action againsi 
a senior African National Congress official they claim 
is linked to the attempted murder of an !FP midlands 
organiser. 


This follows written affidavits submitted recently to 
police by two senior provincial IFP officials claiming to 
have witnessed an ANC MPL [member of the Provincial 
Legislature] pointing a firearm at a senior IFP leader and 
threatening to kill another. 


The IFP believes the MPL, whom it named, played a 
role in the attempted murder of IFP organiser Dumisam 
Khuswayo, who was ambushed near Bulwer on January 
18. 


The MPL allegedly pointed a firearm at IFP defence 
spokesman Phillip Powell at the scene of the attack. 


The IFP said in a statement Powell had said in an 
affidavit the MPL pointed a pistol at him in front of 
witnesses including other MPLs and policemen, and had 
said he would shoot him. 


The MPL had then turned to his bodyguard and said 


"kill this Boer", the IFP said. 


The IFP claimed that before the Bulwer incident 
the MPL had told IFP officials inside the Pietermar- 
itzburg legislature complex in December last year that 
Khuswayo would soon be killed. 


Commenting on the threats, IFP secretary-general Dr 
Ziba Jiyane said the allegations against the MPL sug- 
gested he was carrying out a reign of terror against the 
ANC's political opponents. 


“The allegations must be fully and transparently inves- 
tigated and acted upon by the police,” Jiyane said. 


The MPL denied making any death threats. 
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He said the Bulwer ambush would have to be settled in 
court. 


ANC officials, including health MEC Dr Zweli Mkhize, 
have denied the IFP version of the ambush. 


South Africa: Guns Fired at Meeting Addressed by 
IFP Secretary General 

MB3101070596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 31 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribeo Text] Gunshots have disrupted a 
meeting called to resolve the boycotting of Putco [Public 
Utility Transport Corporation] buses at the Lindelani 
Settlement north of Durban. The shots rang out after IFP 
{Inkotha Freedom Party] Secretary General Ziba Jiyane 
had delivered a speech. IFP supporters jeered as Mr. 
Jiyane was escorted out of last night's meeting under 
strong police guard. He had called the meeting with 
the community following accusations that a member 
of the provincial Parliament in KwaZulu/Natal was 
masterminding a campaign to drive the Putco Bus 
Company from Lindelani. 


The provincial Parliament member, Mr. Thomas Tsha- 
balala, who is also a taxi operator, has Jenied Mr. 
Jiyane’s claims that he is behind the campaign. Ear- 
lier the IFP secretary general said his party would take 
tough disciplinary action against Mr. Tshabalala. Jiyane 
said he had information that the ongoing boycott of the 
bus company was contrived by greedy taxi operators in- 
cluding Mr. Tshabalala. However, Mr. Tshabalala says 
the Lindelani community is boycotting the buses be- 
cause their transport needs are not being met by Putco. 
On Monday (29 January], 17 Durban transport buses 
were hijacked at Lindelani, allegedly by IFP support 
ers. Three buses were subsequently set alight. 


South Africa: PAC’s Priority ‘Getting Rid of 
Present Leadership’ 

MB3001082096 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
29 Jan 96 pls 


[Article by Mondli Makhanya] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Since its formation in 1959, 
the Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] has always been an 
enigma in South African politics. 


While white South Africa feared its radical statements 
about land repossession, blacks revered its militant 
thetoric about peace among Africans and war against 
the enemy. 


But whereas the PAC’s war with the enemy has never 
really materialised, the organisation has never been at 
peace with itself. It has been ravages by internal conflict 
and has seen the assassinations of semor leaders like 
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chairman John Phokela. It has suffered a steady drain of 
intellectual talent, most notably former deputy president 
Dikgang Moseaeke, who was lost to the business world, 
and rising star Dr Ziba Jiyane, now a senior leader in 
the Inkatha Freedom Party. 


Most recently the PAC has lost the services of its 
able secretary-general Maxwell Namadzivhanani, fi- 
nance secretary Siphiwe [name indistinct] and a host of 
other top administrative staff, all of whom have opted 
for jobs where monthly pay-cheques are guaranteed and 
where they will not have to run the gauntlet of intra- 
Organisation wars. 


The PAC has all the makings of a party in decline: a 
weak and directionless leadership, inner party squab- 
bling, a steady stream of resignations and a mutinous 
membership calling for the heads of its leaders. 


In April the party faithful wil! go into a crucial 
conference where they will attempt to extricate the party 
from the mire it finds itself in and refashion i into a 
force that can be taken seriously by both the voting 
public and its political opponents. 


They will engage in a brutal introspecuon about why 
the party has been so badly bruised in two successive 
elections and why an appealing ideology has not been 
seized upon by ordinary people. 


Interestingly, the venue for what PAC activists hope will 
be the beginning of its renaissance will be Bloemfontein, 
birthplace of the ANC, which was for decades the 
standard bearer of Africanism until the PAC broke 
away in 1959, saying the ANC had abandoned its 
historical mission after falling to the influence of white 
communists and liberals. 


The Bloemfontein conference, which will be converted 
to a congress in order to allow for ieadership elections 


‘may mark a crucial turning point in the PAC’s history. 


It can either convert the PAC from a movement stuck in 
1950s Uhuru politics and make Pan Africanism relevant 
in the postcolomal-era South Africa, or expedite the final 
break-up of an organisation that has never acted with a 
single purpose. 


Undoubtedly the highest priority on the minds of 
delegates will be getting nd of the present leadership 
that 1s digging the party's grave. 


Facing the most pressure is Clarence Makwetu, the 
dour president whose five years at the helm have seen 
the PAC go into decline when it should have been 
capitalising on the moderation of the ANC as it drifted 
closer to power, 


Thais report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination] 
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Makwetu, who defeated his deputy Dr Motsoko Pheko 
by a mere nine votes at the December [words indistinct], 
has not enjoyed the wholehearted support of his party 
since many interpreted the narrow margin as a vote of 
no-confidence in his adership. 


But Makwetu's position is strengthened by the fact that 
he runs the strongest branch in the whole organisation 
and the Eastern Cape region from whence he comes 
forms the backbone of the party. 


The paralysis during Makwetu's presidency has been 
exacerbated by the less than perfect communication 
lines between himself and Pheko. 


With Makwetu based in Parliament, Pheko has taken 
it upon himself to direct the organisation from the 
Johannesbu‘g head office, leading to clashes between 
the two. 

As secretary-generai, Nemadzivhanani was caught in 
the middle of this tug-of-war, and PAC insiders te!! of 
Nemadzivhanani having to literally facilitate a telephone 
connection so that the two leaders could speak to each 
other. 


This has been cited as one of the reasons for his 
departure. 


The PAC has also not got over the simmering conflicts 
between the formerly exiled leadership and those who 
were inside the country during the days of the struggle. 
As a result, the two sides have never been able to 
merge their experiences: the exiles the political maturity 
learned in ideological training classes abroad and the 
internal wing the organising expertise learned in the 
turbulent 1980s. 


There are also tensions between fulltime party opera- 
tives and parliamentary representatives who are seen as 
not contributing enough to party coffers and are accused 
of having lost touch with the membership. 


Unlike many other parties which have several crown 
‘. eS waiting in the wings, the PAC has no natural 
vw» < ‘sor to Makwetu. 


Wire “heko should be the logical successor as the next 
man in the chain of command, his reputed arrogance has 
alienated many in the party's ranks. 


The younger generation in the party — acting-secretary- 
general Carter Sclieke and Nemadzivhanani, among 
others — afe not interested in wearing the crown, 
preferring to bide their time. 


Gauteng legislator Khoisan X', who is said to be 
interested in making a bid for the presidency or the 
secretary-generalship, has no grassroots powerhase from 
which to catapult himself. 
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The mantie may fall on a man who has long awaited 
the moment: political affairs secretary Johnson Miambo. 
Mlambo carries a lot of clout in the PAC and 1s highly 
regarded for his intellectual ability. 


But PAC leaders accuse him of indecisiveness and a 
tendency to over-consult before making a decision. He 
may turn out to be the elder statesman the PAC needed 
') hold the party together. 


In Bloemfontein the PAC will also seek to find a new 
direction for itself and updaic the “1989 documents 
which have guided the party siace its founding by rebel 
ANC militants. 


Policy positions are currently being circulated among 
party bramhes to discuss before April. This will give 
the PAC clear policy directions in virtually all spheres 
of South African life and sive party positions the 
same scienufic backing that formed the nucleus of 
the ANC’s RDP [Reconstruction and Development 
Program]. This, PAC leaders hope, will seve the party 
from the embarrassment caused when party leaders 
make widely contradictory statements in the media or 
on public platforms. It will also serve as a glue to unite 
ine party and provide programmes around which party 
activists can raily Communities. 


South Africa: NP’s Delport Urges Party To Become 
Effective Opposition 

MB3001120196 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
29 Jan 96 pl 


{Report by Ingrid Jonker] 


[FBIS Translated Text} The National Party [NP] should 
forget it was in a coalition government and instead 
become an effective opposition, said Tertius Delport, 
transportation MEC [member of the Executive Council] 
and National Party leader in Eastern Province 


Ata municipal conference on 28 January at Algoa Park, 
Port Elizabeth, he said that in the new dispensation the 
NP could not afford to remain a mere yes-man hut had 
to initiate the dynamics of opposition politics. 


He said the NP should have the guts to daily expose 
what is not right, adding that we were no longer in the 
process of negotiating. 


“We don't make concessions any more. A bad settle- 
ment remains a bad one,” Dr. Delport said 


He supported the idea of the NP continuing under 
another name. He said it was more about unity, not 
aoout color or language, of people who belonged 


together. 
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He appealed for discipline in the party, and said 
members should stick to the party's collective decisions. 
Each NP member was not a party on his/her own but 
had to be part of a bigger machine. 


NP-aligned municipal council members should form an 
integral part of the party up to the highest level. About 
50 NP-aligned municipal council members attended the 
meeting. 


South African FF Leader: Tutu Assured Him 
Truth Commission Even-Handed 


MB3001114896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1038 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Jan 30 SAPA 
— Truth and Reconciliation Commission chairman 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu has assured Freedom Front 
[FF] leader General Constand Viljoen that the commis- 
sion is Committed to even-handedness and will pr 
amnesty applications without bias. 


Tutu gave Viljoen his personal assurance when (wo 
met at his Bishopscourt residence in Cape Town ou 
Monday night for dinner and an hour-long discussion on 
the maiagement of the commission. Viljoen told SAPA 
on Tuesday he had left the meeting convinced of Tutu’s 
determination to achieve national reconciliauion through 
the commission but said he still feared that it might turn 
into a witch-hunt. 


The meeting, one of a series planned with leaders of all 
political parties, was arranged in response to an offer 
by commission vice-chairman Dr Alex Boraine. 


“On the radio | expressed some concerns about the 
management of the commission and said I doubted 
we would achieve reconciliation and national unity, 
Viljoen said. “After Monday night's meeting I still have 
my doubts. However, I am convinced that they (Tutu 
and Boraine) are very serious about the way in which 
they afe approaching their task.” 


Viljoen was accompanied to the meeting by his brother, 
Prof Braam Viljoen, FF legal adviser Jurgen Kog!, FF 
Senator Rosier de Ville, and former local government 
election task group co-chairman Dr Frederik van Zy! 
Slabbert. 


Boraine, who was also present, said he and Tutu sought 
to assure Viljoen that the commission was ‘totally 
committed to evenhandedness ’. 


“We asked him to accept our bona fides and we spelt 
out very clearly that we are bound to carry out the 
(Promotion of National Unit and Reconciliation) Act 
which specifies that we must be evenhanded. 
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"I felt at the end of the discussion they were clear as to 
the purpose of the commission.” 


Viljoen said the success of the commission would 
depend to a large degree on whether i won the 
confidence of Afrikaners. “They will have to prove 
they will be even-handed and that they really will aim 
for national reconciliation and nothing else, he said. 
Viljoen now intends making a formal presentauon to 
the commission On Various aspects of its work. Boraine 
said whatever requests he has have to be put to the 
whcle commission. 


South Africa: Housing Loan System Reportedly 
‘Heading for Collapse’ 

MB3001201596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1920 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Jan 20 
SAPA — The lending system for house ownership in 
mainly black areas is heading for collapse unless the 
government acts swiftly and firmly io ensure morigage 
repayments, the FINANCIAL MAIL reports in its latest 
edition due for release on Friday {2 February] 


Banks and other lending institutions say almost 50,000 
bond holders in key townships and settlements around 
the country, representing 10 percent of bonded proper- 
ties or about R2 [:ands] billion, are in arrears and refus- 
ing to vacate their properties or restructure their bonds. 


Banks say in at least 1§ townshiyis residents’ groups or 
civic Organisations are retusing to allow lenders access 
io the defaulters. Last year two officials, one from a 
hank and the other from the SA [South Africa] Housing 
Trust, were killed while trying to reach housing loan 
defaulters in Tembisa on the East Rand 


“Unless we can re-establish respect tor the law, for con- 
tracts and the whole concept of due process, investment 
will come to an end and those areas will be condemned, 
says Nkululeko Sowazi, managing director of the Mort- 
gage Indemnity Fund, established last year by the gov- 
ernment and banks to bolster lending for houses in dis- 
advantaged Communities. 


The fund was floated with a R120-muillion cushion of 
public money over two years to insure hanks and other 
lenders against losses incurred through defaults 


However, the fund already has a potential exposure of 
R2.5 billion, says Sowazi, which would end up on the 
taxpayers’ account if problems are not resolved 


A function of the fund 1s to facilitate the normalisauion 
of bond payments by assisting banks and encouraging 
local and provincial authorities to negotiate with people 
In afrears. 
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If the intervention fails after 90 days, banks may claim 
restitution from the fund for at least part of their losses, 
a cost that must ultimately be borne by taxpayers. 


Sowazi fears a ripple effect, with bond holders not 
in afrears reneging on their agreements in protest at 
the non-payment by others. It is estimated there are 
currently 500,000 black housing loans worth about R8 
billion. 


“If the government and banks do not act quickly to 
normalise payments, then those who are paying will stop 
and the whole system will be threatened," says Sowazi. 


Adding to the problem is the fact that banks often 
use the high level of loan defaults as an excuse to 
withhold finance from mainly black residential areas, 
to the detriment of creditworthy blacks who make up 
the majority of aspirant house owners. 


Sowazi says affordability is the main reason for the non- 
payments, with many mortgage defaulters losing jobs or 
encountering unexpected costs which obviate house loan 
payments. In some areas residents have simply stopped 
paying to protest against building defects. 


There is also no apparent correlation between non- 
payment of loans with commercial institutions and non- 
payment of municipal service charges. 


South African Municipal Workers’ Unicn Profiled 


MB3101091096 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 26 Jan 96 pp 16, 17 


[Report by Sello Seripe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] SA Municipal Workers Union 
(SAMWU) is the largest union organising in the local 
government in South Africa [SA] and represents over 
50% of the total workforce. The union was formed in 
1987 following a merger between General Allied Work- 
ers Union, Cape Town Municipal Workers Association 
and Municipal Workers Union of SA. The Transport 
and Generai Workers Union, which inter- alia — organ- 
ised municipal workers, volunteered to release members 
who were municipality employees to join SAMWU. The 
union has a national membership of 110,030 workers 
making it one of the largest in the country. 


Regions: 


Following the re-demarcation of the provincial bound- 
aries, SAMWU realigned its own regional demarca- 
tions to suit the political arrangement. The union there- 
fore, has nine regions, the last being North West which 
was launched in November last year. Regions are sub- 
divided into branches and Area Councils, with the for- 
mer built around the major cities. 
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Industrial sectors: 

— Local government. 

— Regional Water Boards. 
Federation: 


The union is an affiliate of COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions). 


Minimum wages: 


Minimum wages in the sector are amoug the most 
skewed in the formal economy. They range from R550 
[rands) per month in the smaller towns to R1,500pm 
in the large cities (these are industrial council rates). 
Wages in areas like the ex-Transkei and Ciskei are much 
lower - in many cases workers earn less than R300 per 
month at the entry level. 


Bargaining structures: 


Municipal Empi ,yers Organisation — this body caters 
for the majority of medium to small local authorities 
in the provinces of Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Northern 
province, North West Natal and Free State. 


Employers Organisation for Local Authorities — this 
comprises the more Conservative Party controlled local 
authorities in the ex- Transvaal. 


Cape Province Local Authorities Employers Organisa- 
tion — it covers the medium to small local authorities 
in the Eastern/Northern/Western Cape. 


The Major Cities Employer Organisation — comprises 
a loose grouping of big cities in South Africa, with the 
exception of East London. 


Provincially Based Industrial Councils: 


In each of the major cities like Johannesburg, Cape 
Town, Durban, bargaining takes place on an in-house 
basis, in the form of ‘all- comers basis’ between 
management and unions. 


Industrial Councils for Local Government Under- 
takings: 
This Council is registered for all smaller Local Authori- 


ties in Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Northern Province, North 
West, Free State and Natal. 


The Industrial Council for the Local Authority 
Undertaking in the Province of the Cape of Good 
Hope: 

This Council covers all local authorities in the Cape, 


excluding Kimberley, Port Elizabeth, East London and 
Cape Town. 


Highlight of victories: 
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— Since formation in 1987, with 14,000 members, 
SAMWU has grown to become the largest union in 
the sector. This growth, in the then face of very hostile 
municipal bosses, is seen as one Jf the biggest victories. 


— The union has succeeded in raising the wages of its 
members from the exceptionally low base that existed 
prior to its entry into the industrial council system. 


— SAMWU has also spearheaded the campaign to 
restructure the existing industrial council system. In this 
regard, the union was instrumental in setting up, during 
1994, the National Labour Relations Forum for Local 
Government, which is the first body to bring together, 
at national level, employees and employers in local 
govesnment. 


Current campaigns: 


—- Parental Rights - the campaign has been spearheaded 
by SAMWU'’s women structures. The union has been 
very active in various child care activities which have 
taken place throughout the country. The process has also 
allowed the union to develop a broad layer of women 
leaders in areas such as negotiating skills. 


— National Centralised Bargaining — the union is 
in the process of concluding negotiauons in respect 
of the constitution for a national bargaining council. 
The establishment of such a council will provide the 
institutional capacity to deal with demands of local 
government restructuring on national scale. 


— National Minimum Wage Levels for sector — over 
the past three years, the union has structured its wage 
demands in a way which aims to reduce the urban/rural 
wage gap. This 1s an integral part of the union's living 
wage campaign. A new minimum of R847 per month 
has just been negotiated for [words indistinct] strike 
in August 1993 and another historic three-week strike 
during September and October 1995 are illustrative of 
the willingness of municipal workers to take up the fight 
for a living wage. 


Current disputes: 


A wage dispute currently exists between the union 
and local government employers in Western Cape, 
Northern and Eastern Transvaal Cape. In comparison 
with settlements reached elsewhere, the employers are 
offering a minimum wage of only R746 per month, 
which has been rejected by the union. 


President: Petrus Mashishi 


TMC [Transitional Municipal Council] (Greater Johan- 
nesburg) Mashishi joined the Federation of SA Trade 
Union work «s project in 1978 before moving to Trans- 
port and General Workers Union (TGWU). In the same 
year, he was elected a shopsteward of TGWU which 
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Organised municipal workers then. Mashishi is also one 
of the longest serving shopstewards in COSATU [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions]. He was elected 
SAMWU president at its formation in 1987 and has been 
re-elected unopposed in subsequent congresses. 


Vice president: Sandile Mqaka 
Port Elizabeth Municipality 


He joined the Port Elizabeth municipality in 1984. He 
was instrumental in setting up a trade union within the 
municipality during 1985, and ?as elected shopsteward 
during that year. Since then, Mqaka has been at the 
forefront of many worker struggles and was very active 
in the merger talks which led to the formation of 
SAMWU in 1987. He also served on the national 
executive committee of the union before he was elected 
to his current position at congress held in 1991. 


General secretary: Roger Ronnie 


Head Office (Cape Town) Previously employed by 
Checkers stores in Cape Town. In 1985, he was elected 
a shopsteward of Commercial Catering and Allied 
Workers Union before joining SAMWU as organiser 
in 1989. In 1990, Ronnie was elected the union's 
branch secretary in Cape Town and then appointed 
National Collective Bargaining Officer in 1992. When 
general secretary John Ernstzen left the union to take 
up a position in government, Ronnie was elected acting 
general secretary. Congress held in 1995 elected him 
general secretary. 


Assistant general secretary: Jimmy Mohajane 


Subhead office (Gauteng) On his return from exile 
in 1992, Mohajane joined SAMWU as organiser in 
the Western Transvaal. The following year, he was 
appointed regional education officer (in Gauteng, then 
Southern Transvaal). In 1994, he was elected branch 
secretary gf the Johannesburg branch, which is the 
largest. MOhajane was ciecied to the current position 
at 1995 Congress. 


Treasurer: Joseph Mophareng 


City Council (Kimberley) Mophareng played a pivotal 
role in the formation of SAMWU and the establishment 
of the Northern Cape/OFS region of the union. He took 
over the reigns of treasurer in 1992 when the previous 
incumbent resigned. Congress held in 1995 unanimously 
elected him treasurer. 
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South Africa: Newspaper Conglomerates 
Concerned About Media Task Team 


MB2601153796 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
(BUSINESS MAIL Supplement) in English 
26 Jan-1 Feb 96 p BY 


[Report by Jacquie Golding-Duffy] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Major newspaper conglomer- 
ates are worried that the 10 member media task team ap- 
pointed late last year by Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
will exercise its power to ensure large scale affirmative 
action at newspapers — up to the level of editor. 


Newspaper groups investigating partnerships with black 
investment companies also fear pressure from the task 
team to hand over control of newspapers via the selling- 
off of large chunks of shares. The conglomerates believe 
this is a bid by the task team to ensure financial 
equilibrium and media control. 


These fears come days before the team is next due to 
meet, on January 29. 


The appointment of the team followed recommendations 
by a government conference on communications held 
last October in Arniston, Western Cape. 


The task of the team is to investigate government 
communications, and the ways that “ownership and 
control of the media” outside of government affect these 
communications. At its first meeting, held last week, the 
committee discussed the need for interested parties to air 
their views. 


Nasionale Pers Newspapers Group chief executive offi- 
cer Hennie van Deventer said the group was "surprised 
to see thal government saw fit to appoint a task team 
without consulting major newspaper groups’. 


Van Deventer said Nasionale Pers was “wary of the 
manner in which the team was compiled”, adding that 
media groups were getting the impression that the task 
group was selected with an end result already in mind. 


“We are worried that the task team has no full under- 
standing of how newspapers operate and are not fully 
aware that newspapers are part and parcel of certain cul- 
tural groups,” he said. 


He added that it would be confrontational to try to 
exclude newspaper houses from participating in the 
formulation of recommendations to be submitted to 
government. 


The reassessment of affirmative action is, among others, 
the key issue which the task team has to investigate 
intensively. “Special emphasis has to be placed on 
affirmative action,” according to a brief received by the 
10 members two weeks ago. 
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“You cannot take Afrikaans newspapers and think that 
you can change editors without forfeiting the style and 
substance of the paper and affecting readership ratings,’ 
Van Deventer said. Newspapers did not operate in a 
vacuum and affirmative-acuion editors could not replace 
current editors “at the drop of a hat”. 


He said Nasionale Pers understood government had a 
problem with the status quo s#?Fhat there was a need for 
a more representative black voice but it felt the correct 
way to redress the imbalance was via partnerships. 


"We are having talks with various black partners and are 
prepared to sell a substantial share of City Press, among 
other ventures, in a bid to create a synergy between 
financial muscle and management experience with other 
groups,” he said. 


Mbeki representative Thami Nitenteni said government 
was not obliged to consult with business or newspaper 
houses before seiting up a media task team. 


“We are confident that in the course of the task team’s 
meetings, they will consult stakeholders,” Ntenten: said, 
adding that he was “surprised at the paranoia displayed 
by business”. 


"It is incorrect to prejudice and pre-empt the task 
group,” he said. 


Times Media Limited [TML] managing director Roy 
Paulson said he has found the briefing on control of the 
media and how it affected government communications 
"a little strange”. 


"Is think government is being a bit naive if it believes 
that by appointing black editors they would have created 


a government-friendly press. Any editor, irrespective of 


colour, would have to run a good newspaper to maintain 
its readers and credibility,” Paulson said. 


He added that should the task team be positive in its 
approach, TML would support it whole-heartedly, but 
press-bashing, as happened at the Arniston conference, 
would be unfortunate. 


"A newspaper should be run commercially or not at all.” 
he said. The team’s primary task of examining internal 
and external communications p?rtaining to government 
was “highly laudable”. 


More than 80% of the South African print media 
is controlled by four major players: Times Media 
Limited, Independent Newspaper Holdings, Perskor and 
Nasionale Pers. 


Independent group managing director of Gauteng and 
Northern Cape newspapers, Deon du Plessis, said Inde- 
pendent Newspapers Holdings was ‘feeling its way’. 
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"There's a case that we should appear before the task 
team but this depends on how things pan out,” he said. 
The group was going to “watch the task team very 
closely”. 


Task group representative Val Pauquet said the task 
team was chosen to look at the problems and fears of 
newspapers and to “address them appropriately”. 

"The task team, we must remember, has no authority to 
make any decisions and it will not be riding roughshod 
over the press, but instead, its aim is to research 
and investigate. We encourage media groups to make 
submissions to the team in a bid to assist it in its 
investigations." 


The following people constitute the task team: 


— Mandla Langa (director of Interface Consultancy 
Productions) is the convener of the task team. 


— Val Peuquet (Peace Accord Trust national communi- 
cations co-ordinator) is the representative for the team. 


— Mathata Tsedu (SOWETAN political editor) 


— Tshepo Rantho (National Community Media Forum 
president) 

— Stephen Mncube (Development Information Service 
divisional manager) 


— David Dison (attorney) 


— Sebiletso Mokone Matabane (Independent Broad- 
casting Author co- chairperson) 


— Raymond Louw (Freedom of Expression Institute 
chairman) 

— Professor Willem de Klerk (private political consul- 
tant) 


— Steve Godfrey (Commonwealth). 


South Africa: Afrikaans Language Pay Television 
Channel Planned 


MB3001145596 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 29 Jan 96 p4 


{Report by Hugo Hagen] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] An independent Afrikaans 
satellite television pay-channel, expected to broadcast 
test programmes in July, would not need a broadcast 
licence as it would be riding piggyback on the SABC’s 
[South African Broadcasting Corporation] planned 
broadcasts, corporation spokesman Ken Modise said 
yesterday. 


Once negotiations have be ~ concluded, the new chan- 
nel would eventually be iicluded in the SABC’s bou- 
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quet of satellite channels to begin broadcasting in 
September or October of this year. 


Mr Modise said negotiations with a consoruum ol 
companies have been under way for some ume and had 
advanced far enough to expect a major announcement 
to be made “within the next couple of weeks”. 


The SABC would be a shareholder in the consortium, 
but details had yet to be finalised. 


"When the satellite pay-channel initiauve was an- 
nounced, we said it had to be economically viable, and 
it stood to reason that such a venture would have to be 
a source of income tor the SABC. This is a business 
venture and if there is no profit, we just won't do it.” 


He said the pay-channel would not replace the regular 
Afrikaans schedules, but was merely an extension of the 
service to the community. 


"We are trying our besi to really make the SABC the 
best broadcaster.” 


Mr Modise said the SABC could not wait for the 
Independent Broadcasting Authority [IBA] to finalise 
its satellite broadcasting regulations before going on 
air. “Besides, the IBA has already given the SABC a 
temporary satellite broadcasting licence.” 


The other members of the consortium were not revealed, 
but it is reported that other SABC sources mentioned 
Boland Bank chief Christo Wiese to be heading the con- 
soruum of Afrikaner businesses which will be financing 
the, as yet unnamed, Afrikaans pay-channel. 


It is also reported that former SABC TV expert and 
senior executive, Mr Hennie Human, could be appointed 
as the first general manager of the pay-channel. 


Satellite faciliues were apparently being negotiated with 
Rupert Murdoch's Newscorp, M-Net’s Multichoice and 
the NBC. 


Although Mr Wiese was not available for comment 
yesterday, a source closely involved with the venture 
said the SABC board would still have to ratify a 
business plan drawn up, possibly at its next meeting 
on February 9. 


A spokesman for the consortium, Mr Johan Loubser, 
has, however, confirmed the broad outlines, which 
included finalising a feasibility study and some pilot 
programmes being broadcast as early as July. 


He said Afrikaans would be the main language used, but 
it was envisaged that English could also be used from 
lume to time. 


is report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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The SABC’s analogue system would be used making 
monthly subscription fees more competive and afford- 
able after the initial capital ouday of between R1,500 
(rands} and R1,800 for a satellite dish and decoder. 


The channel would operate autonomously and decide 
about its own programming which would include enter- 
tainment, sports and news. 


South Africa: SABC Details Satellite Television 
Transmission Plans 


MB3001195096 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
30 Jan 96 pl 


(Report by Michael Sparks] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation) plans to introduce a three- 
tier system later this year for viewers who want to watch 
its satellite television transmissions, enabling people to 
pay only for the broad categories of programming they 
want. 


Corporation chief executive Zwelakhe Sisulu said the 
SABC was planning to have at least 10 chann-'s on 
its satellite service by the third quarter of this year, of 
which four would be transmitted at no charge to viewers, 
while the remaining six would be subscription based. 


Spokesman Ken Modise emphasised that these plans 
were dependent on the approval of the SABC board, as 
well as interim consent licences being granted by the 
Independent Broadcasting Authority. 


,sccording to the head of satellite television, Gert 
Claassen, included in the subscription package is one 
general entertainment channel which transmits about six 
hours of Afrikaans programming a day during prime 
time. 


Viewers would need a satellite dish and analogue 
decoder, costing about R1800 [rands]}, to view all the 
{words indistinct] programming. 


If viewers did not want to pay for the subscription 
service, they would still have access to the current 
NNTV and TV] as well as an Open Democracy channel, 
similar to C-Span in the United States, while the fourth 
channel vould also include general entertainment, sport 
and news. 


The Open Democracy channel would give viewers 
access to the decision-making processes of South Africa, 
including live coverage of debates in the national and 
tegional parliaments, as well as hearings of public 
interest such as those of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 11 


Claassen said the subscription service would have at 
least 18 hours on each channel, divided into three Uers 
of programming, with each additional tier available at 
an extra Cost . 


The basic three channel subscription service would 
cost about R75 a month and would include a 24-hour 
music video channel including local music; a general 
entertainment channel with soap operas, sitcoms and 
some movies; and a 24-hour news and information 
channel, including both loca! and international news. 


The second tier of programming, at a monthly cost of 


about R110, would include the basic service, as well 
as what Claassen described as a “competitive movie 
channel" and one dedicated sports channel. 


The third tier, costing about R145 monthly, would in- 
clude the first two tiers as well as a family entertainment 
channel with up to six hours of Afrikaans programming 
during prime time. 


According to Sisulu’s statement, this Afmkaans pro- 
gramming channel is also likely to give subscribers ac- 
cess to audio tracks and commentaries on sports events 
in Afrikaans. 


He added that the SABC was negotiating with the 
private sector to produce programming the SABC could 
then buy. 


South African Press Review for 30 Jan 
MB3001 134996 


[FBIS Report] 


NEW NATION 


Poverty in South Africa — A page-10 editorial in 
Johannesburg NEW NATION in English on 26 January 
comments on the Reconstrucuon and Development 
Program, ministry's report on poverty in South Africa, 
Saying “the fact that about 13 million South Africans, 
almost all Africans, are so poor that they do not have 
enough to eat, aptly illustrates the scale of the problem. 
That this is true of a country that boasts national wealth 
on a scale equivalent to Poland and Venezuela 1s in 
itself scandalous.” 


THE STAR 


Simplifying Tax System — “The way things are going 
at present, it looks very much as though the Katz 
Commission report on tax reform will suffer almost 
the same fate as the Margo Commission report on the 
same topic — consignment to the annals of history, to 
be dusted off by academics alone,” declares a page-14 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 30 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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January. The paper believes the "severe criticism" of 
some proposals “virtually assures that most, if not all, 
the recommendations will be excluded from the 1996- 
96 national Budget.” "The Katz document is a lengthy 
one, but it would be good for the country if proposals 
aimed at simplifying the system are incorporated in next 
year’s Budget.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Call for ANC, IFP Talks in KwaZulu/Natal — Johan- 
nesburg NEW NATION in English on 30 January in a 
page-4 editorial says a new national constitution “can- 
not exclude Inkatha. But by the same [words indistinct] 
largest party and the other side in its civil war, cannot 
be sidelined from the constitutional process. At nati nal 
level, the ANC must strain every sinew to lure Inkutha 
into constitution-making. In KwaZulu/Natal, the focus 
must shift to bilateral talks between the two political 
heavyweights.” 


South African Press Review for 31 Jan 
MB3101140496 


[FBIS Report) 
THE CITIZEN 


NP Intentions ‘Clear as Mud’ — Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 23 January in its page-6 
editorial sees "no purpose in prolonging the government 
of national unity after the next general election in 
1999." The National Party, NP, is a junior member 
of the present government and is “unable to influence 
major decisions.” Talk of “parties with similar views 
joining forces is idle," especially since NP leader De 
Klerk “does not favour an anti-ANC political grouping. 
Unfortunately, the NP has no clear direction at the 
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moment.” THE CITIZEN hopes the NP will “decide 
where it wants to go and what it wants to do, because 
at present its intentions are as clear as mud. Added to 
its failure to act as a strong opposition party, this will 
doom the NP to impotence and further loss of support." 


SOWETAN 


Mandela Part of Conspiracy To Topple Abacha? — 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 31 January 
in a page-12 editorial states: "Dr Nelson Mandela, the 
president of South Africa, is part of a conspiracy to bring 
down the Abacha regime in Nigeria. Come again? Yes, 
that is the extraordinary story those military gangsters 
are spreading.” They allege the money South Africa has 
supposedly collected to help their people “is part of 
a conspiracy to topple their government.” Those “who 
used to call Mr Mandela a terrorist in the past have 
learned their lesson. They now call him their boss. A 
lesson perhaps for the likes of Sani Abacha?" 


BUSINESS DAY 


Black Children Denied Access to Potgietersrus School 
— A page-14 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 31 January comments on the 
Situation in a Potgietersrus school where "for the past 
week the school has been barricaded by razor wire 
and parental guards” to keep black children out of 
the school. “They cannot win because regional and 
central government dare not let them.” The issue in 
Potgietersrus is “not culture or language, as the school 
board would have us believe, but race: they do not want 
any black children in their school." BUSINESS DAY 
says if the black children are still denied access the 
"government must be prepared to use troops to protect 
their educational rights.” 
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Angola 


South African Foreign Minister Arrives in Luanda 


MB3001165396 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) South African Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo arrived in Luanda this morning for talks 
with the Angolan authorities. On arrival, Alfred Nzo 
commented on the aims of his visit: 


{Begin Nzo recording, in English with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese] First of all, | came 
to prepare for President Mandela's visit to Angola which 
will take place soon, since he is anxious to meet the 
Angolan president in view of the assistance rendered 
by the Angolan people to South Africa. I believe the 
visit will take place in March and will strengthen 
relations between the two countries. I will also hold talks 
with my counterpart to identify areas of Cooperation, 
also in preparation for President Mandela's visit. [end 
recording] 


On the Angolan peace process, the South African 
foreign minister said he has been constantly informed of 
the situation by Foreign Miuister Venancio de Moura. 


[Begin Nzo recording] The Angolan foreign minister 
has been keeping me informed of the latest develop- 
ments in the country. [end recording} 


After the two-day visit to Angola, Alfred Nzo is 
scheduled to leave for Morocco and Algeria where he 
is to discuss the Western Sahara issue. 


Angola: Government Rejects UNITA’s Proposal on 
Generals in FAA 


MB2601 143696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 26 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The issue of putting National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
generals in the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] remains 
on the negotiating table. According to a reliable source, 
UNITA said today it wants 49 of its generals in the 
FAA. 


The source also reported that the government delivered 
a document to the UNITA team saying that proposal 
was illogical because, proportionately, there would be 
one general for every S00 men, which was rejected by 
the FAA leadership. 


This issue is bound to remain prominent in the talks, 
with the government saying it has far too few places 
for far too many generals. 
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Angola: MPLA Official Commeats on UNITA’s 
Recent Proposals 

MB2701203996 London BBC World Service 

in Portuguese 2030 GMT 26 Jan 96 


[From the "Ultima Hora” program] 


{FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the To- 
tal Independence of Angola (UNITA], following its an- 
nual conference, has presented a set of conditions for 
its participation in government. The conditions include 
the imtegration of many UNITA generals into the An- 
golan Armed Forces [FAA]. Government Army sources 
have told the BBC that Savimbi's movement is now 
asking for much more than was agreed in the Lusaka 
Protocol and their proposals are unacceptable. Without 
revealing the contents of UNITA’s new proposal, Joao 
Lourenco, Popular Movement for the Liberation of An- 
gola [MPLA] information secretary, expressed this re- 
jection in an interview with our correspondent in Lu- 
anda, Reginaldo Silva. 


[Begin Lourenco recording] Some proposals made by 
Dr. Savimbi, coming from UNITA’s annual conference, 
show the party intends to renegotiate the Lusaka Proto- 
col. V' + do not think it is right to renegotiate the proto- 
col; both sides must strictly abide by what was agreed 
in Lusaka. That is why we are bent on fulfilling nledges 
made by His Excellency President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos on his recent trip to the United States. We have 
implemented what was defined in the Lusaka Protocol, 
and we will abide by it. We do not intend to allow the 
introduction of elements that are foreign to the Lusaka 
Protocol, let alone the Bicesse Accord. 


[Silva] Do you think this is a new political strategy by 
UNITA, 1n view of new challenges in the Angolan peace 
process? 


{Lourenco] We believe it is a UNITA ploy to gain time. 
They want to drag out the current situation, which is 
not very clear. It is not a war, but one cannot say with 
Certainty that it is peace either. We believe UNITA 
wants to prolong this period as much as possible because 
it has no intention of disbanding its armed forces. 


[Siiva] Do you think the meeting between the president 
and the UNITA leader would in any way help clear this 
impasse? 


{Lourenco] It may help, although I believe if the parties 
have a political willingness to implement the Lusaka 
Protocol by the deadline, it is possible to do so even 
without further meetings between the president and the 
UNITA leader. There is only one outstanding issue, the 
composition of the single army, since political issues 
have all been discussed in Lusaka. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola: UNITA Envoy Arrives in Luanda With 
Savimbi’s Message 

MB2701204096 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dus Santos and Jonas Savimbi, National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader, will 
meet soon. This was revealed by Abel Chivukuvuku, 
who arrived in Luanda from Bailundo this afternoon to 
prepare for the meeting. Chivukuvuku, who is carrying a 
message from Jonas Savimbi for President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, told journalists there is an urgent need for 
stability in the country. 


{Begin recording] [Chivukuvuku) UNITA pledges to 
speed up the implementation of Lusaka Protocol. | 
am carrying a written message from Dr. Savimbi for 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. It is true that the 
government would like to see substantial steps taken in 
the quartering of soldiers. This will happen soon, and 
the conditions for a meeting between the president and 
the UNITA leader will be met. 


(Unidentified correspondent] Some people say this op- 
timism about the peace process is for the benefit of the 
forthcoming UN Security Council meeting. 


(Chivukuvuku] Well, «« screte steps should be taken 
before the Security Council meeting is held. However, 
we believe that the most important thing is our country 
and not the UN Security Council, so our concern is to 
stabilize Angola, to deepen democracy, and to create 
better social conditions for Angolans. [end recording) 


Abel Chivukuvuku will soon deliver Jonas Savimbi's 
letter, the contents of which are not known, to President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos. It is also not known when 
the two will meet, but everything indicates the meeting 
will take place before the UN Security Council meeting 
scheduled for 8 February. 


Angola: Savimbi Discusses UNITA’s Participation 
in FAA, Government 


MB2501170796 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 25 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Jonas Savimbi, leader of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNTTA], has imposed conditions for his cadres’ partic- 
ipation in both the government and the Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA]. The UNITA leader said his troops will 
go to confinement centers but warns that his men are 
not naive. 

(Begin Savimbi recording] We spent one week here 
discussing UNITA’s participation in the government 
while the party is still not legal. How are you going 
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to join the government? How will our deputies sit in 
the National Assembly? We are not only partners in 
Lusaka. We are partners both in Lusaka and Luanda. Is 
that not so? The problem — which many people want 
to avoid — is the accusation that we are looking for 
fireworks. 


The present legislature ends in November. Now if the 
government, clected for four years, ends its term in 
November, someone must have the courage to say: What 
we are going to do then? My view is that this should 
be discussed now. Should we form a government of 
national reconciliation that will take us to November? 
What about afterward? Will it continue another year, 
two years, or three years? This is important for the 
country to stay calm and tranquil. 


Our problems were not easy. The most burning problem, 
which created confusion, was the problem of confine- 
ment. We were, however, able to express our support 
and sympathy for the soldiers. We were able to adopt a 
message of fraternity and solidarity. No soldier leaves 
this place left to his fate. That is how we all united 
together toward a common objective designed to save 
peace and create stability for the country. [end record- 
ing] 


President Dos Santos Receives Savimbi Message 


MB2901205796 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos has already received the message sent to him 
by Jonas Savimbi, leader of the Nationa! Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]. The contents 
of the message, delivered by Abel Chivukuvuku, were 
not revealed. It is believed however they are connected 
with the forthcoming Dos Santos-Savimbi's meeting. 


{Begin Chivukuvuku recording} I can confirm that I had 
the honor to be received by the president of the Republic 
{words indistinct]. As it is evident however, I am not 
in a position to reveal the contents of the message. The 
letter was for the president of the Republic. So, I cannot 
reveal its contents [words indistinct] national life. [end 
recording] 


Also today, Abel Chivukuvuku met the leaders [words 
indistinct} Joint Commission, represented by Fernando 
Faustino Muteka and General Higino Carneiro. Also 
present at the meeting, was Council of Ministers’ 


Secretary Dr. Carlos Feijo. 


is report may contain copynighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola: Government, UNITA Army Delegations 
Disagree on New Army 

MB3001175596 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] says all its high 
Officers should be accommodated in the Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA] command structures. Isaias Samakuva, 
UNITA representative in the Joint Commission, said 49 
UNITA generals and other high officers should be in 
the FAA. 


{Begin Samakuva recording] The government is contra- 
dicting itself, for on one hand they want to integrate the 
UNITA officers, and on the other hand they do not want 
to define the task of those officers. It is important that 
we do not set anyone aside, so we should define their 
tasks. [end recording] 


General Higino Carneiro agrees that all UNITA army 
Officers should be integrated into FAA but claims the 
FAA General Staff has no place for 49 UNITA generals. 


{Begin Carneiro recording) Obviously there will be no 
place for 49 UNITA generals after the demobilization 
of soldiers. However, the government believes all of 
them should be integrated into the FAA and the FAA 
General Staff would then decide their tasks. So, there 
is no reason for concern by UNITA. We do not want a 
destabilized, but an organized FAA. [end recording] 


On the quartering of soldiers, Isaias Samakuva says 
that by 8 February, UNITA will confine 16,500 troops, 
adding that what is delaying the process is the shortages 
of transportation. 


Angola: UNITA Military Chief Leaves for Joint 
Talks in Bailundo 


MB3001181496 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) General Domingos Lutock 
Wyio, deputy chief of the Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola General Staff and the UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
military delegation’s head, left for Bailundo, Huambo 
Province, today for talks with his organization's mili- 
tary leadership. 


At 4 February International Airport, Gen. Wyio told 
the ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY that he was going to 
Bailundo to brief his military leadership on the results 
of the latest military discussions on the establishment 


of a ed national army and posts to be accorded 
to fficers joining the Angolan Armed Forces 
(FA 
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Another issue to be examined in Bailundo is the number 
of UNITA generals to join FAA forces. Gen. Wyio said 
out of the 46 posts for generals proposed by UNITA, the 
government has only offered [word indistinct]. He said 
this was a very small offer for the number of generals 
that UNITA has. 


A total of 26,000 UNITA troops will join FAA forces. 
Two hundred will join the Air Force and 100 the Navy. 


Angola: UNITA Reports Arrival of South African, 
British Mercenaries 


MB3101070196 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 31 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Reports from Lunda Norte 
Province say at least 25 South African mercenaries and 
one Briton arrived in the city of Lucapa from South 
Africa on 25 January. This contravenes the Lusaka 
Protocol, which says mercenaries should leave Angola 
for their home countries. The reports have not taken 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] by surprise because it has been monitoring 
renewed flights in Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul Provinces 
since 20 January. Our Lunda Norte correspondent 
reports that 25 airplanes landed in Cafunfo between 20 
and 27 January. 


The government has deployed Alfa 5 squadrons in 
Saurimo, (Nesaje), and Lucapa from where they intend 
to raid diamond areas controlled by UNITA. The 
squadrons are financed by the Angola National Diamond 
Enterprise. The UNITA Military Command in Lunda 
Norte is disturbed by the return of mercenaries, and 
intends to send a protest note to the UN Angola 
Verification Mission-3, asking it to check the situation. 


Angola: UNITA’s Muekalia Comments on UN 
Sanctions, Mercenaries 


MB3101072696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 31 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Jardo Muekalia, UNITA’s [Na- 
tional Union for the Total Independence of Angole] 
representative in the United States, said in Bailundo 
on 30 January that UN sanctions on UNITA are no 
longer justified. Interviewed by the Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel, Muekalia said under the pre- 
vailing conditions, the sanctions only hinder the peace 
process. He was referring to delays in the quartering 
of soldiers due to a shortage of fuel. Muckalia said the 
international community as well as the United [words 
indistinct} country. 


Muekalia said it is worrisome that none of the countries 
that sent mercenaries to fight with government forces 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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in Angola has reported their return hone. At its recent 
annual conference, UNITA demanded that UN Angola 
Verification Mission-3 monitor the departure of merce- 
naries and confirm that they arrive at theiz scheduled 
destination. 


Angola: Government, Cabinda Movement Meet in 
Congo 

AB2601 160596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1115 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) ‘The guns will continue to be 
silent in Cabinda. The movement demanding the inde- 
pendence of this enclave and the Angolan Government 
agreed in Brazzaville, Congo, yesterday to maintain the 
truce in order to boost the peace initiative, especially as 
there are still differences between the two sides. Artur 
Kivasa Maliba, external relations officer of the Cabinda 
Enclave Liberation Front-Renovated (FLEC-R], spoke 
to Bienvenu Boudimbou. 


(Begin Maliba recording) The Angolan Government 
agreed to the principle of a third party participating, but 
that this should take place during the implementation 
of the results that are obtained after the negotiations be- 
tween Cabinda and the Angolan Government. However, 
the FLEC-R is demanding the participation of a third 
party in the negotiations. No agreement was reached on 
this point, and the Angolan delegation asked to consult 
its government before the next scheduled meeting. [end 
recording) | 


Angola: Council of Ministers Approves 1996 State 
Budget Draft Law 

MB3001165796 Luanda TPA Television Network 

in Portuguese 1600 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] In Luanda today, the Council 
of Ministers examined a draft law on the 1996 general 
state (word indistinct] at a meeting presided over by 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 


At the meeting, the Council of Ministers was briefed 


on the development of the peace process. The meeting 
centered, however, on the 1996 general state budget. 
The government approved the 1996 general state budget 
draft law, which will now be submitted to the National 
Assembly. 


The government also approved a draft decree which in- 
troduces changes in the Justice Ministry's composition. 
The Justice Ministry briefed the council on the min- 
istry’s Operations and its future prospects. The Educa- 
tion Ministry also briefed the meeting on its operation 
and future prospects. 
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Mozambique 
President Chissano Receives Farrakhan in Maputo 
29 Jan 


MB3001131896 Vuto Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Mozambican Presi‘ent 
Joaquim Chissano yesterday \29 January] received in 
Maputo Louis Farrakhan, leader of the black Amer- 
ican movement, the Nation of Islam. Mr. Farrakhan 
interrupted his visit to South Africa for his brief trip 
to Mozambique. A spokesman for President Chissano's 
office told the Mozambique news agency that the 
meeting was a fact visit by Mr. Farrakhan. He said 
among the subjects discussed by the two men was the 
Situation in (?Nigeria). 


The visit seems to have been arranged at a short notice. 
The head of the government's press office, Arlindo 
Lopes, told the agency he knew nothing about it. The 
U.S. Embassy in Maputo also said they had not been 
informed. 


Mr. Farrakhan is a controversial figure in the U.S.A., 
largely because of his anti-Semitic remarks he has made 
in the past. 


British High Commissioner, Cuban Official Arrive 
in Maputo 

MB2901193996 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 29 Jan 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) (Bernard Everett), new British 
high commissioner to Mozambique, arrived in Maputo 
today. The British high commissioner said relations of 
friendship and cooperation between Great Britain and 
Mozambique will be further strengthened as a result of 
the Mozambique's admission to the Commonwealth. 


(Eliseu de Armas Santana), Cuban deputy minister for 
foreign investment and cooperation, also arrived in 
Maputo today. The Cuban official will hold talks with 
the Mozambican authorities and visit the cities of Beira 
and Chimoio. 


Mozambique: Interior Minister Discusses Security 
Issues 


MB2901172996 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
22 Jan 96 p 3 


(“Excerpts” of interview with Interior Minister Manuel 
Antonio by correspondent Liege Vitorino in Beira; date 
not given) 

(FBIS Translated Text) [Vitorino}] Mr. Minister, what is 
your view on recent statements by Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] on the Chimwenje [little 
light) issue? 


rt typlhey copyrighted matenal ” Copying and dissemination 
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[Antonio] Renamo is irresponsible and does not know 
what it is talking about, that is why | am not offended 
by what they say. Whatever they say they do not know 
what they are talking about. That is why I do not react to 
what they say. However, one day, the truth will come to 
light. DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE newspaper quotes 
Manuel Pereira, Renamo's de'egate in Sofala Province, 
as saying that if Rui Franque’s case goes to court, he 
will send the province into chaos. I would like him to 
send the province into chaos in order to see the changes. 
Should he do that, administrative measures would be 
taken. At present, it is premature to take such measures. 
I do not think it is correct. Let him do it and we will 
lake measures. 


[Vitorino] Renamo says in its communique that it ts 
not the police's task, but the Army's to expel the 
Chimwenjes. What is your opinion? 


{Antonio} On the contrary, it is the police's task because 
this action disturbs the public. The police ts in charge of 
internal public order, so they are the ones to expel the 
Chimwenjes. The Armed Forces only deal with foreign 
aggression which is not the case here. 


This group was established by the former apartheid 
fegime to assist Renamo so that, in case the latter 
won elections in Mozambique, they would fight against 
Mugabe's government. However, it did not happen as 
they planned since Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation 
Front} won the elections. Then Renamo had no other 
alternative but to leave them here. Some of them left 
for Zimbabwe, but were arrested and will soon appear 
in court. Renamo is not a serious party and they do not 
tell the truth. 


{Vitorino}] Changing the subject, how is cooperation 
with Spain regarding the training of Mozambican po- 
licemen? 


[Antonio] The process is continuing, we just have to 
establish who should be trained in the different fields. 
As soon as we have done that, Spain is ready to train 
our policemen. Funds have already been earmarked by 
that country to train and equip the Mozambican Police. 


[Vitorino] How much did the Spanish Government 
earmark? 


[Antonio] I do not have a definite number, but Spain 
had allocated $7 million for the Mozambican Police's 
training, and the remaining amount is a contribution 
from the Mozambican Government. 


[Vitorino}] Will this process take place soon” 


{Antonio} I do not know, since there is bureaucracy 
involved. | do not know whether this will happen as 
soon as we want, but the process is underway. 
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{Vitonno}] What do you say about allegations that there 
are prisoners who are dying of hunger? 


{Antonio} Is it the Interior Ministry who should feed 
them? Who tells the detainees to commit crimes? The 
Interior Ministry has no food for them. They go to prison 
because they committed crimes, so they have to bear the 
burden. When the head does not work properly the body 
pays. So, it is not the Interior Ministry's responsibility. 


{ Vitonnno} Whose responsibility is it? 


[Antonio] Well, these men die because really there is 
no food for them. Moreover they are not ill-treated. It 
is necessary to know their age, whether they were sick 
when they were jailed. People must eventually die, they 
have their time limit. When the time comes, then that 
is an end. That doesn’t mean they were ill-treated by 
police. 


Mozambique: Journalist Gives ‘Zero’ to Interior 
Minister’s Performance 


MB2901101196 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
25 Jan 96 p2 


[Report by Armindo Sumburane: “A zero for an anti- 
minister} 


[FBIS Translated Text] It is with lamentable regularity 
that Intenor Minister Manuel Antonio and his direct 
collaborators accuse the Human Rights League, LDH, 
of being biased when it criticizes incorrect and illegal 
police behavior in regard to criminals, or presumed 
criminals, and yet fails to do the same when, for 
invance, a policeman is killed by criminals. If the 
LDH, like any citizen, has the duty to report illegal 
behavior and human rights violations to the police, 
as a Stale institution that is supposed to maintain law 
and order, it does not seem to have to do the same 
in regard to a robber or other criminals who kill a 
policeman. After all, a criminal will normally resort to 
every illegal and criminal trick to get rid of justice. 
Unfortunately, this 1s a professional risk recognized by 
the state, hence the risk subsidy given policemen but 
not outlaws. Surely Minister Antonio has never heard 
of the LDH or anybody else jumping for joy or throwing 
fireworks when a criminal kills a policeman, but ali 
agree that this is a policeman’s professional risk, just 
as doctors and other professionals also are exposed to 
professional risks. 


We do not believe the LDH’'s impartiality should be 
judged in terms of its condemnation of criminals killing 
policemen. After all, that 1s why they are regarded as 
criminals and should receive the right punishment in 
terms of the law, which police must ensure is respected. 


is report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
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We give Minister Manuel Antonio a zero for his 
performance. He does not even know how to talk in 
public and has obvious difficulty breaking with his 
authoritarian past and understanding the rules of the 
democratic game. 


Mozambique: Frelimo, Renamo Officials Trade 
Charges in Sofala 

MB3001115996 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[Report by Tome Igrije in Beira; passages in quotation 
marks are recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text} The Mozambique National Re- 
sistance [Renamo] leadership in Sofala Province is still 
Claiming that the Mozambique Liberation Front [Fre- 
limo} government will always find it difficult to imple- 
ment its program in the province if it does not work 
with Renamo. 


Francisco Gustavo Soares, Renamo political and diplo- 
matic adviser, has said this is because Renamo scored 
most of the vote in Sofala Province in the October 1994 
elections. 

{Soares} “Certainly, we would like the Frelimo Party to 
tell the truth to the people. It should publicly recognize 
that the electorate in this province supported Renamo. 
Frelimo has, and will continue to have, great difficulty 
implementing its programs in this province if it does not 
work with Renamo.” 


Reacting to those remarks, Antonio Soares Artur, Fre- 
limo Party deputy first secretary for Sofala Province, 
said Renamo has entered a game whose rules it does 
not know. 


{Artur} “I would like to reiterate what we said earlier: 
Renamo went into this process without knowing its 
rules. They thought general elections meant provincial 
elections, so they have trouble understanding the actual 
result of the universal vote. If they understood the 
meaning of general elections, they would understand 
that what counts is the total vote, not its parts. So, 
the government will implement its program everywhere 
in this province, irrespective of the obstacles they may 
put up. In fact, it is precisely Renamo that creates the 
difficulties Renamo says the government will find in 
implementing its program. Those difficulties include the 
dual administration problem, destabilization threats, and 
encouraging people to civil disobedience. Other than 
that, | cannot see them doing anything really serious.” 


Francisco Soares also called on the Frelimo Party to 
explain the high cost of living: 


FBIS-AFR-96-021 
31 January 1996 


[Soares] “We feel the Frelimo Party should try explain- 
ing to the people why there is famine in every part of 
this country. It should let the people know the truth. 
This would be essential. It also should explain why the 
cost of living is so high.” 


Antonio Artur replied to Soares’ call: 


{Artur} It is interesting to see that the slogan, for a 
better future, is being misused. The truth 1s, a betier 
future is not some gift that jusi drops from the sky. A 
better future must be the result of people's hard work. 
The people must become committed to all labor and 
production sectors so we can rebuild the country. In a 
nutshell, wealth will always be the result of hard work, 
not governmental decrees or measures. In addition, 1! 
is important for Renamo to decide whether it is acting 
seriously. Personally, | do not think so. Renamo must 
realize that investment is needed to rebuild the country. 
We will have to rebuild our entire railroad system that 
they destroyed. There is no railroad traffic. We will 
have to carry out the mine removal program. Farming 
cannot be done in many areas because there is the risk o! 
loss of life. We have to rehabilitate factories that were 
extensively damaged or completely destroyed. These 
things take time. You cannot do them in cae year. To 
destroy infrastructure, as they did, is casy. It takes far 
longer to rebuild.” 


Mozambique: Increase Reported in ‘Illegal’ 
Import-Export Companies 

MB2901185296 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
24 Jan 96 p2 


(Report by Damiao Trane} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mozambique has been regis- 
lering an increase of import-export companies. There are 
now 2,116 import-export companies in Maputo alone, 
which 1s four umes the number of companies producing 
exportable goods. 


A reliable source that requested to remain anonymous, 
told the MOZAMBIQUE INFORMATION AGENCY 
[AIM] that most of these companies are illegal busi- 
nesses, contrary to what they officially declared when 
applying for licenses. 


Some of these import-export have only small cubicles as 
their offices, with no warchouses to store their imports 
of exports. 


Almost all of these companies were established after the 
introduction of foreign trade deregulation in 1987, when 
a market economy was int: sduced, after 11 years of a 
rigidly centralized economy. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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AIM learned that the illegal activities in which these 
import- export companies are involved include illegal 
export of precious and semiprecious stones and drugs 
disguised as cashew nuts or tea. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: E:titorial Notes Importance of 
Settling ‘Chimwenje’ Issue 

MB3101065796 Maputo DEMOS in Portuguese 
24 Jan 96 p 16 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpi] The issue of the 
“Chimwenje” [“little light" Zimbabwean dissidents} 
continues to dominate everybody's attention. [passage 
omitted] 


Why is it that such an important issue has been 
reduced to a sort of tug-of-war between Interior Minister 
Manuel Antonio and Mozambique National Resistance 
{Renamo] leader Afonso Dhiakama, who heads the 


country’s largest opposition party? 


Why do we wait for innocent people to be killed and 
then say there are not enough policemen, when we 
all know that the peace accord stated the size of the 
Mozambican Army would be reduced to 30,000 men 
but there are actually a little more than 10,000? 


Could it be that this inability to contain the destabiliza- 
tion of peace is a political move aimed at perpetuating 
the weakness of people in building a future of peace 
and democracy in this country? 


Having asked these questions, it is important that those 
responsible for these ploys should be made aware of 
their public duties and no one should encourage a 
bellicose settlement to a problem that is eminently 
political. Let us not forget that the much-talked-about 
dual administration problem has not been overcome yet 
and one can only wonder whether it did not lead to the 
opening of ever wider rifts that led to incursions by the 
so-called “Chimwenje.” 


In view of this situation, we can only ask why the po- 
litical giants in this country do not work to overcome 
their differences and settle these mysteries. The impres- 
sion one gets at the moment is that Renamo is willing 
to cooperate to clear the government's accusations. 


Who could possibly be interested in governing people 
who do not trust in their leaders’ capacity to fulfill 
their duty to guarantee law and order? It goes without 
saying that these ingredients are vital for national 
reconstruction and development. 


We cannot stay indifferent in the face of problems such 
as the “Chimwenije,” just as we remain ineffectual in the 
face of natural disasters such as the latest floods that 
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have brought much grief and sadness in many homes, 
rural areas, and wbdan centers. 


This is not a matter of mere indifference. We have not 
forgotten yet how much noise was made around the 
Rui Franque issue. He was the Mozambique Liberation 
Front [Frelimo] representative in Gorongosa and efforts 
were not spared to broadcast what was already abun- 
dantly clear: the violation of an individual's basic rights 
by a politician enjoying the title of leader of the oppo- 
sition. 

You do not just quantify human rights. Above all, you 
must qualify them. Should the “Chimwenje” issue not 
be approached with the same concern as the case of the 
Frelimo representative in Gorongosa? 


Why does the government not clarify the issue of 
Renamo’s alleged involvement with the so-called 
“Chimwenje” by working together with the accused so 
the public can learn the truth? 


Let us not forget that it was the people's desire to see 
the war end that led to the government and Renamo 
negotiating peace. Barring the former warring sides, no 
one could possibly be interested in undermining peace. 
What is more, the government is also suspect. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: ‘Chaos’ at Government Hospital as 
Nurses on Wo;k-To-Rule 


MB3101100696 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 31 Jan 96 pp 1,2 


{Report by Velaphi Hlatshwayo] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Chaos is prevailing at the 
Mbabane Government hospital as a result of the on- 
going work-to-rule by nurses in the country. 


The nurses in the hospital now work for eight hours 
instead of the normal twelve hours and therefore in- 
conveniencing patients who need treatment. It has been 
gathered that quite a number of people have called the 
hospital demanding to know what is happening now 
since there is a delay in treatment of patients. 


This was yesterday confirmed by the Hospital Admin- 
istrator, Mrs Zancle Fakudze. “It is true that the work- 
to-rule by nurses in the country is affecting us in the 
hospital,” the administrator said. 

She said patients who come to the hospital after 4PM 
are left stranded as there is no one to attend to them. 
Mrs Fakucize said the work-to-rule by the nurses is not 
only affecting them but is throughout the country. 


is report may contain copy ghted material Copying and dissemination 
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She stated that if the situation in the hospital is permitted 
to continue there will be disaster. The disturbance of 
services in the hospital was also confirmed by the 
Clinical Superintendent, Dr John Kuneue. In a statement 
Mr Kunene said: “This memo serves to inform the 
general public that as a result of the work-to-rule 
decision adopted by the Swaziland Nurses Association, 
it has become increasingly impossible for this institution 
to offer the normal range of services thai we have been 
providing.” 

Dr Kunene said this implies that during certain periods 
the hospital can only function at best with a skeletal 
staff. 


"In view of this rather unfortunate situation, the hospital 
managemeni team would like the public to be informed 
that services at the hospital will be curtailed until the 
situation normalises,” he said. 


The resolution by the nurses in the country to embark 
on a work-to-rule came in the wake of the Ministry 
of Health's failure to pay the nurses their over time 
allowances. 


Swaziland: Commerce Minister Says Trade Union 
Attempts ‘Failed’ 

MB3001173696 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Things are getting back to nor- 
mal in Swaziland today following last night's decision 
by the Trade Unions Federation, the SFTU, to call off 
their general strike. Last week, the stayaway virtually 
brought the country to a standstill, but at the weekend 
King Mswati called for his subjects to return to work on 
Monday morning even though he is refusing to budge 
on the union's main demand for the restoration of a mul- 
tiparty system. The king's appeal seems to have had the 
desired effect, but the strikers still don’t accept that they 
have lost the argument. On the line to Mbabane, Tom 
Porteous spoke to Majahenkaba Diamini, Swaziland’s 
minister of commerce and industry, and asked what ef- 
fect the strike had had on the economy. 


[Begin recording) ([Diamini] Well, | can only say that 
generally there must be, | mean, a lot of damage that 
hat ««curred even though maybe it is too early to say 
exactiy how much damage has been sustained. 


[Porteous] She strike ended yesterday. Do you have any 
idea what is the next stage, what kind of negotiations 
are going '~ be undertaken between the government and 
the umions? 
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{[Diamini} Well, I really don’t know exactly how the 
union is going, | mean, to define its position now in the 
light of what had happened, but maybe new positions 
must be re-drawn as it were, in order to sort of, | mean, 
see how the negotiations go from here. 


{Porteous} Do you think that you may be able to get 
away without agreeing io any kind of reform at all, or 
do you actually think that the events of last week have 
really the political situation in Swaziland and that some 
kind of reform is now inevitable? 


{[Diamini} Well, 1 don’t think so. Maybe there was a 
lot of miscalculation on the part of, | mean, the trade 
unions, and the way it sought to transform itself, | 
mean, to a political organization, with, | mean, what 
has happened, with the king having effectively ordered, 
I mean, everybody ‘to return to work and there being 
no immediate response to that in terms of resistance. It 
seems to me that the unions must seriously reconsider 
their own position in terms of their effecuveness. 


[Porteous] So you are saying that the unions have failed” 
{Diamini] I think the unions have failed so far. 


{Porteous} And you think that life can go on as it was 
before in Swaziland now, political life? 


{[Diamini] Yes, | think so, but of course, we are in the 
process, | mean, of changing. There is the impression 
given that there is no change taking place in Swaziland, 
which is unfortunate, because we have accepted, | mean, 
the principle, | mean to change, the need to change. 
Even the system of government, | mean, there are sull 
so many things that remain to be done and, I mean, 
everybody has agreed that we have to go on with 
the changes that we accepted in 1992 in terms of the 
commission, that, | mean, reported then. (end recording} 


Swaziland: Ministry Receiving Compensation 
Claims on Damaged Property 
MB3101093396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 31 Jan 96 pp 1, 28 


[Report by Musa Ndlangamandla] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — The Ministry 
of Labour and Public Service is receiving floods of 
compensation claims by people whose property was 
allegedly damaged in the national strike which ended 
on Monday this week. 


Government has indicated that she will also seek 
compensation for damages and delays in major works 
as a result of the week-long mass stay-away. 


His Majesty King Mswati Ill, on Saturday invited 
people to send a list of damages to the Minister of 
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Labour and Public Service Albert Shabangu, so that 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) can 
be made to pay. This was on the strength of the 
controversial Industrial Relations Act, 1996. 


Mr Shabangu explained that according to the Act people 
who incurred losses as a result of a stay-away which was 
called by a federation may institute a civil suit in any 
appropriate court to seek redress. 


Mr Shabangu said since the King has given him the 
duty, he will advise and assist people to prepare their 
claims. "Already people have approached my office 
with claims on the strength of the King’s invitation. 
Yesterday (Monday) about 10 people came to my 
office to make complaints and there were others today 
(Tuesday). However, as you may well realise people 
have to produce proof of the damages. An assessment 
has to be made and there must be a police record and 
an affidavit that should be presented to a court of law. 
I will assist and advise such people on the procedures 
to be followed,” he said. 


Mr Shabangu said he will soon issue a public statement 
to that effect. 


Mr Shabangu added that there are companies, partic- 
ularly in the construction sector who were contracted 
by government to do some major works. "These people 
have made claims to government for the adverse effects 
of the mass stay-away. Government may forward these 
to the SFTU for payment through the proper channels 
as laid out above,” he said. 


It was hinted that people who have approached the 
ministry are the owners of a Kombi mini bus and a bus 
which were reduced to ashes by arsonists at different 
areas in Mbabane. 


Comment from the SFTU could not be obtained. 


RSA Spokesman: Mandela Not Invited To Mediate 
im Swaziland 


MB3101100496 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 31 Jan 96 pp 1, 2 


(Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] South African President, Dr. 
Nelson Mandela is closely monitoring the suspended 
week-long workers’ mass stay-away which brought 
the country to a standstill. This was revealed in an 
interview yesterday by Dr. Mandela's spokesman, Mr 
Parks Mankahlana. 


He said President Mandela has been monitoring the 
events of the stay-away since it started last Monday. 
“The President is observing the events as they unfold,” 
Mr Mankahlana said. 
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He quashed reports that Dr. Mandela was coming to me- 
diate between Government and trade unions regarding 
the stay-away. But he said messages of concern regard- 
ing the state of affairs in the country were communi- 
cated to Dr. Mandela. 


"It is not true that President Mandela will come and 
mediate between Government and trade unions,” Mr 
Mankahlana said. He said the President was not formally 
invited to mediate in the country as reported. 


Mr Mankahlana also refuted reports to the effect that 
some executive members of the Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions (SFTU) were summoned by the President 
for talks in South Africa. 


However, a spokesman of the South African Foreign 
Affairs Ministry, Mr Peter Swanepoel said his ministry 
was looking at approaching the Kingdom's prevailing 
internal situation from a multilateral approach as op- 
posed to a bilateral approach. 


He acknowledged that Swaziland and South Africa 
signed a defence treaty in 1982, which provided that 
in the event of internal destabilisation in one country 
the other may intervene. 


Mr Swanepoel said his country was presently working 
On a programme to try to resolve the impasses in the 
Kingdom, saying whatever is happening in Swaziland 
also affected the region. 


AWB: South African Intelligence Behind Swazi 
Strike 


MB3101071996 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 31 Jan 96 pp 1, 28 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — The National In- 
telligence Agency (NIA) of South Africa [SA] is alleged 
to be involved in subversive acts against Swaziland. 


NIA is alleged to be working in conjunction with orga- 
nization’ in the country which have not been identified. 
The charge was made by the extreme right-wing group, 
AWB [Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner Re- 
sistance Movement], wich has been calling for a sep- 
arate Boer State in the republic. 


The AWB charged that the recent mass stay-away called 
by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) 
was the work of the NIA which supplied money and 
logistics. 


The SFTU has been accused of working in close co- 
operation with SA intelligence to impose in Swaziland 
a democracy accepted by the ruling African National 
Congress and Communist Party. The AWB's spokesman 
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Mr Fred Rundle acknowledged the statement which was 
sent to the Times by his organisation. 


But he declined to give evidence of the allegations being 
made against the SFTU or ANC, saying he does not 
want to blow the cover of sources in Swaziland. "This 
is a warning to the Swazi people. Our intelligence has 
concrete evidence of what is going on in your country,” 
he said. 


Mr Rundle said the Afrikaner people have a lot at stake 
in the country but he declined to elaborate. “We have 
a lot of respect for the Swazi King and his people and 
we are convinced that these people (NIA) will go a 
long way to destabilise your country. We have decided 
to warn you but unfortunately I couid not get in touch 
with government and that is why I sent the fax to your 


newspaper. 
"I tried to get through the information department but 


I could not and if you can, pass our message to your 
government,” he said. 


He said the intelligence services in Swaziland should be 
vigilant against destabilization acts by external forces. 
In a statement, Mr Rundle said the NIA is playing an 
active role, supplying money and organizing logistics in 
the stay-away to “achieve their dubious end”. 


The statement partly read: “The once peaceful, tranquil 
nation of Swaziland is in turmoil. We welcome the fact 
that the workers have started going back to work after 
an order by King Mswati III." 


"The stability that previously prevailed in this neigh- 
bouring state is entirely due to the fact that the king 
created a stable environment by recognizing the culture 
of Africa and ruling accordingly”. 


"This was evidently not accepted by the 
ANC\Communist Party, who want to force their 
brand of ‘demo-crazy’ on our neighbouring state.” 


"The fact has been recognized by the authorities in 
Swaziland, who have stated that outside influences have 
destabilized their once peaceful country”. 


“Our intelligence services have for sometime become 
aware that the ANC\Communist Party subversives of 
South Africa have been at work in the trade union 
movement in an advisory and active capaciiy”. 


The SFTU was not available for comment on the 
statement sent to them by the Times. Attempts to get 
comment from the ANC were also not successful. 


Secretary General of Pidemo (People's United Demo- 
cratic Movement], Mr Dominic Mngomezulu said he 
was not surprised by the AWB's statement. He said 
this confirms the age old relationship between Swazi- 
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land and the deposed apartheid regime in SA. Mr Mn- 
gomezulu said the stay-away is a popular uprising by 
the people of Swaziland with no outside influence. 


Swaziland: SFTU’s Nxumalo Says Labor Minister 
‘Misleading’ Public 

MB3101100596 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 31 Jan 96 p4 


[Report by Sibusiso Mngadi] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Minister for Labour and 
Public Service, Mr Albert Shabangu has been accused 
of misleading the public by stating that he is shocked 
by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions’ (SFTU) 
demand for the removal of the state of emergency. 


Speaking at the Mountain Inn where the SFTU leaders 
were supposed to begin negotiations with government, 
the SFTU described Mr Shabangu as a liar who is trying 
to confuse the nation. 


SFTU Assistant Secretary General, Mr Jabulani Nxu- 
malo said it was stated by the Minister during negoti- 
ations over demand no: 21 (the Constitutional Forum) 
that such demand cannot be addressed unless the 1973 
King Sobhuza [I proclamation banning political parties 
is repealed. 


Mr Shabangu told us that he had no mandate to repeal 
that decree and we told him that he should bring the 
people who have the mandate at table and he did rot,” he 
said. "The demand has always been there,” contunued Mr 
Nxumalo. “It is more than three years old now. We said 
to government that we need a constitution and that we 
need to be involved in its formulation. It was Shabangu 
who toid us that such can only be achieved through the 
repeal of the 1973 King’s decree.” 


Mr Nxumalo added: “He (Mr Shabangu) is only trying 
to confuse the nation. He is being ridiculous himself. 
We are not surprised that he is shocked at the demand 
because he is always shocked.” 


Mr Shabangu told Parliament vat the government is not 
aware of the political demand, adding that they only 
know of the 27 demands of which about three of them 
are remning. 


He accused the SFTU of having changed the agenda 
without a mandate from the masses. He also condemned 
the organisation for bringing the political demand while 
the mass stay-away had already begun. 
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Swaziland: SFTU Denies Liability for Property 
Damaged During Strike 

MB3101101196 Mbabane THE SWAZ] OBSERVER 
in English 31 Jan 96 p 3 


{Report by Sibusiso Mngadi] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions (SFTU) has denied that it is liable for 
damaged property during the week-long workers mass 
stay-away. SFTU Secretary General, Mr Jan Sithole told 
the Observer yesterday that justice will be tested in the 
event that they are made to pay for the loss of property 
and income. 


"We do not believe that we are responsible. We are 
prepared to screen that law and test it,” he said. 


In terms of the Industrial Relations Bill of 1995, the 
SFTU may be liable for property damaged during the 
Stay-away including loss of income. 


The controversial Bill was recently assented to by His 
Majesty King Mswati III in the wake of the stay-away. 
It provides that a person who suffers any loss during an 
illegal strike can institute a civil action in any court to 
seek redress from any person, organisation or federation 
responsible for causing the strike or lock-out. 


Minister for Labour and Public Service, Mr Albert 
Shabangu recently told a joint sitting of Parliament that 
the strike was illegal. 


His Majesty King Mswati Ill told regiments over the 
weekend that people who suffered losses during the 
Stay-away should list their losses and present them to the 
Minister for Labour and Public Service for actioning. 


Shops that had their windows damaged in Mbabane in- 
clude The Smart Centre, Shoetique, Mbabane Pharmacy 
and a number of shops at the Swazi Plaza. It was big 
business for a number of glass companies in the coun- 
try which have been hired to fix the damaged window 
glasses. 


The SFTU has also called for the revocation of the 
new Industrial Relations Bill which is now an Act of 
Parliament. 


Swaziland: SFTU Said To Lose Points as People 
Shift Loyalty to King 

MB3101101396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 31 Jan 96 p 13 


[Article by Sam Malale] 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The agonizing moment of 
truth came on Monday when workers flocked back to 
work, leaving the SFTU (Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions] leaders stranded with their 27 demands. But 
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contrary to popular belief, particularly the dismay many 
people expressed at the King’s wrath, the King appears 
to have saved the nation, at least temporarily. 


People are back in business. Transport, shops, banks and 
even Jan Sithole’s stronghold, the sugar and forestry 
plantations have all returned to work. Workers in the 
Sugar and timber industries as well as the large Posts 
and Telecomms workforce and the Swaziland Electricity 
Board held out for only one extra day on the stay-away 
but were told to return to work, by the SFTU leadership. 
The sugar companies workers showed true loyalty to 
the stayaway. They followed Jan Sithole’s instructions 
to the letter: they simply "stayed away’, they did NOT 
"take to the streets and toyi-toyi [protest dance] or smash 
windows.” 


It may be hard to believe for some, but the SFTU 
seems to have lost some ground. They apparently started 
something that could not be finished. 


From the beginning, the expectation in many quarters 
was that nobody would end the crisis without Jan's 
approval. This was evident when the whole of last week 
government headed by Prince Mbilini, failed to restore 
order. The arrests and the electricity blackouts climaxed 
the collapse of normal life and brought a lot of panic. 


The SFTU was virtually in charge. Perhaps that is 
why the negotiations suffered multiple hiccups, without 
much fore-warning. Encouraged by the signs of collapse 
in government, and without bothering to call their 
members for a new mandate, the SFTU piled up 
seven more demands. The consequences of that was a 
boomerang of the ball back to SFTU court. Government 
was able to say “Hold it right there, Jan you mean that 
we have been talking about irrelevant issues all this 
time? You mean that the stay-away was not called for 
27 demands?” 


Now that the stay-away ended the way it did what will 
happen to the negotiations between the SFTU and the 
government? [passage omitted] 


Monday was looked upon by many as a showdown 
between Sithole and the King. Some predicted that it 
will be an agonizing moment for the King should people 
listen to Jan and continue the stay-away. But the sudden 
shift in loyalty as people returned to work en-masse 
shows that Jan lost all the points he had scored last 
week. When the talks resume, if they do, the SFTU will 
no longer enjoy the position of strength that they had 
all along. 


is report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Swaziland: Lawyers Claim ‘Political Interference’ 
in Justice System 


MB3101093696 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 31 Jan 96 p 28 


(Report by Nkululeko Dlamini) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Matsapha — Events of the 
week long work stay-away have exposed what the 
Swaziland Law Society described as “nolitical interfer- 
ence” in the Justice system of the country. 


Although such an interference has not been officially 
confirmed, the society says it has every reason to believe 
that politicians do meddle with affairs involving the 
administration of justice. This was stated on record by 
the society's president, Sipho Nkosi, yesterday. 


"We have been informed by some members that there 
could be a move to interfere with the independence of 
the judiciary with regard to a case that was brought 
against trade union leaders who had been arrested 
recently,” Mr Nkosi said. 


The under-secretary in the Ministry of Justice Mr Tars 
Makama, would not deny or confirm this but rather 
referred enquiries to the Attorney General who was not 
available. 


The society's concern stems from some members’ fear 
over the weekend that Acting Chief [ACJ] Justice Ben 
Dunn, might lose his job for releasing three SFTU 
[Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions] bosses, Jan 
Sithole, Richard Nxumalo and Jabulane Nxumalo from 
custody. 


In fact the ACJ released the three after the prosecution 
withdrew charges against them. Mr Nkosi said the 
society is investigating whether or not such interference 
does exist. 


“Basically as to whether this entails that the ACJ will 
be fired, we have not yet ascertained the true position. 
However, the society is concerned that members have 
expressed that there could be such a move by govern- 
ment. We are not taking this lightly and we can only 
pray that reason will prevail and the intended interfer- 
ence immediately curtailed. In this time it is essential 
that our Kingdom has a totally independent judiciary,” 
he said. 


He said should such an allegation be proved beyond 
doubt, the society will condemn it in its strongest terms 
because it would be tantamount to gross interference 
which must not be allowed. 


A lawyer during a meeting said Justice Dunn was on 
Friday night called to Ludzidzini (royal residence} by 
elders to explain why the three bad been released. He 
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allegedly could not make it because he had just attended 
a memorial service of the late Antony Cele. 


Zambia 


Court Ruling Grants Zambian Civil Servants 
45-Percent Pay Rise 


MB3101101496 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 0510 GMT 31 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) In Zambia civil servants won 
a major battle against the government yesterday in a 
dispute over salary increments. Zambia's Industrial Re- 
lations Court has ruled that public workers be awarded 
a 45 percent pay rise from 1 December 1995. He said 
the new salary hike is in addition to the 30 percent 
increase the government awarded to its employees ear- 
lier last year, which the workers had rejected through 
their labor union as too low. Making the ruling, Justice 
Irene Lingalinga said the industrial court was not aware 
of the 30 percent increase. Justice Lingalinga said the 
court's decision was reached after taking into account 
the salaries which the civil servants were getting at the 
time. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe on State’s Need for NGO 
Support 

MB2701213896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1708 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Jan 27 SAPA — 
President Robert Mugabe on Saturday !amented the in- 
adequacies of the state's financial resources to sustain 
the health, education and social welfare sectors and in- 
vited non-governmental organisations to back govern- 
ment, ZIANA (ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN NEWS 
AGENCY] news agency reported. 


Speaking to over 200 people at a ceremony to mark the 
fourth anniversary of the death of the late First Lady 
Sally Mugabe, he said although the country’s birth rate 
had fallen from 3.7 to 2.7 percent per annum in the past 
10 years, the economy could not sustain that rate. 


"Is it not sad that one message after another emanates 
from government talking about inadequacy of resources 
for health, education and the ministry that should take 
care of the destitute through its welfare programmes. 
But it's a message of inadequacy of resources that 
means we need voluntary organisations to back gov- 
ernment and the thrust of our communities,” Mugabe 
said. 


Zimbabwe's health and child welfare, education, and 
public service, labour and social welfare ministries have 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and disseminsion 
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been critically affected by shortages of funds as strict 
measures tO prevent government over-expenditure were 


put in place. 


Mugabe said definite measures had to be taken by both 
government and the private sector to ensure available 
resources could be used in a manner which would 
stimulate growth in the economy. 


Good rains in most parts of the country had lightened 
the economic mood. 


Meanwhile, more than ZD60,000 [Zimbabwean dollars) 
worth of goods and cash were donated by various well- 
wishers to the Zimbabwe Child Survival and Develop- 
ment Foundation [ZCSDF], while several charity organ- 
isations received donations. 


Mugabe said the chairman of ZCSDF board of trustees 
John Laurie had done an excellent work to continue 
fulfilling the desires of his late wife. 


The late Sally Mugabe was during the ceremony hon- 
oured to be the first recipient of the Sally Mugabe award 
of managerial excellence, a floating trophy launched on 
Saturday by the women in management development 
network. 


The trophy was awarded posthumously to Mugabe for 
her dedication to caring for the welfare of children. 


Zimbabwe: United Parties Announces Campaign 
Platform 


MB2701222396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1934 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Jan 27 SAPA — 
The opposition United Parties of Zimbabwe [UP] has 
launched its manifesto which promises among other 
things, a streamlined civil service and government 
of 1S ministries, scrapping of the economic reform 
programme and the overall reduction in the budget 
deficit, ZIANA (ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN 
NEWS AGENCY] news agency reported on Saturday. 


UP president Bishop Abel Muzorewa, who is among 
the opposition leaders challenging incumbent Robern 
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Mugabe in the presidential elections set for March 16 
and 17, on Saturday said his party was set to bring a 
new socio-economic order to Zimbabwe. 


Addressing a Press conference, Muzorewa said his eco- 
nomic structure would be centred on free enterprise and 
transparency of government. "UP government will ad- 
minister the nation through not more than 15 ministries 
and create a small and efficient civil service, introduce 
a titular president and prime minister...abolish the inst- 
tution of governors and reinstate the senate,” Muzorewa 
said. 


On the economy, he said his government would not 
commit itself to continue with the economic structural 
adjustment programme which he said had failed to help 
Zimbabwe, but was in fact causing donors to shun the 
country. 


UP was committed to reducing the public budget deficit 
by cutting government expenditure to less than 30 
percent of the gross domestic product. A number of 
foreign missions would be cut, while executive official 
foreign trips would be reduced and ministries required 
to stick to their budgets. 


The manifesto also promised reduction in company tax 
rates from 37.5 to 35 percent while personal income 
tax rates would fall from the current 40 percent to 25 


percent. 


Inflation would be kept below 10 percent, while a crisis 
management would manage the high unemployment 
rate. 


Muzorewa would also “ban the almost naked, disgrace- 
fully pornographic dance by women and children at air- 
ports, official receptions and other places for purposes 
of entertainment”. 


UP would restore power to traditional leaders and 
provide them with free and adequate housing. 
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Benin 


Beninese President Soglo To Ratify Budget, Foreign 
Loan by Edict 

AB3101141996 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
0615 GMT 31 Jan 96 


[Address by Beninese President Nicephore Soglo in 
Cotonou on 30 January — recorded; poor reception 
precludes fuller processing) 


(FBIS Translated Summary) "Beninese nationals, dear 
countrymen; our country, the Republic of Benin, is 
confronted with a particularly serious situation (?which 
hampers) the normal and regular functioning of the 
republican institutions as well as the harmonious pursuit 
of the task of rebuilding the fatherland.” This situation 
arising on the eve of the presidential election, stems 
from the fact that the National Assembly majority has 
refused to approve the 1996 national budget. 


"On the occasion of my New Year message to the nation 
on 31 December 1995, I asked the parliamentarians to 
reconsider their 28 December 1995 decision not to au- 
thorize the ratification of the loan agreement on the third 
structural adjustment program." “The consequences of 
the decision by the National Assembly are now known 
to all Beninese. Indeed, their decision would, among 
other things, make Benin lose a 67-billion-CFA-franc 
loan which we are expecting from our development part- 
ners. Rejecting this loan would jeopardize the imple- 
mentation of social measures in favor of civil servants, 
unemployed youths, and farmers in particular contained 
in the draft budget.” 


“The rejection of the agreement signed with the inter- 
national financial institutions would lead to the suspen- 
sion of 173.2 billion CFA francs worth of development 
projects that are tied to the implementation of the struc- 
tural adjustment program. Convinced that only dialogue 
can enable us to overcome the difficulties facing the 
process of rebuilding our country, | decided to hold 
meetings between the government and the highest au- 
thorities of the National Assembly. At the same time, 
I initiated several meetings with representatives of the 
workers of the National Petroleum Products Marketing 
Company [SONACOP].” 


"Conscious of the poor state of our economy and as 
part of the implementation of the structural adjustment 
program — all Beninese today agree that this inevitable 
— the government has decided not to go against all the 
conditions laid down by the international institutions.” | 
have continued to appeal to local businessmen to invest 
more in the country. “1 am happy with the concrete 
proposals made by the Beninese private businessmen 
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who want to invest in the oil sector.” “Our appeal has 
once again been heard, and SONACOP will remain a 
national company. The concerns of the company are 
henceforth over.” 


"By refusing to authorize the ratification of the loan 
agreement concerning the third structural adjustment 
program, by returning the draft budget to the govern- 
ment and the bill on 1996 public investment program, 
and by giving directives to the government, the Na- 
tional Assembly has intentionally exceeded its preroga- 
tives and infringes upon the constitutional law relating 
to the appropriation bill which provides that the national 
budget must ensure an economic and financial balance. 


“For this reason, in accordance with the exceptional 
powers conferred upon me by Article 66 of the Con- 
stitution in a situation like this one, I have decided to 
approve by edict the ratification of the loan agreement 
relating to the third structural adjustment program. This 
agreement will enable Benin to mobilize resources to 
improve the living condition of the people in the fields 
of education, health, transport, and communications." 
The inability to have the national budget voted will par- 
alyze the state. "I have decided, in conformity with ex- 
ceptional powers conferred upon me by Article 66 of 
the Constitution in a situation like this, to implement 
by edict the 1996 national budget.” This decision will 
enable the government to start implementing the social 
measures I mentioned earlier. It will also enable the 
government to have the necessary resources to organize 
the 3 March presidential election. 


On petroleum products, prices cannot be increased with- 
Out government approval. "The government is deter- 
mined to maintain its fiscal policy in this sector so as to 
guarantee the stability of prices of petroleum products. 
in other words, prices of kerosene and gas will not be 
increased without government approval.” 


Cape Verde 


Cape Verde: Government Condemns Niger 
Military Coup 

AB3001 150696 Paris AFP in French 

1126 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] Praia, 30 Jan (AFP) — Cape 
Verde condemns the military coup d'etat in Niger and 
asks for an immediate return to legality in the country, a 
communique from the Cape Verdan Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs says. 


This coup d'etat “constitutes a violation of the prin- 
ciples of legality and constitutional order which were 
democratically established through popular elections,” 
the ministry says. 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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According to the Cape Verdan authorities, “the putsch 
cannot solve the constitutional crisis being experienced 
in Niger, especially at a time when the African continent 
has chosen the path to democracy.” 


In conclusion, Cape Verde is asking the military in 
Niger to make the necessary decisions to return to a 
normal constitutional regime. 


Cote d’ Ivoire 
Cote d’Ivoire: Minister Says Niger Leader Seeks 
Accord With World Bank 


AB3001134596 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
0700 GMT 30 Jan 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] In the face of the increasing 
wave of condemnations engendered throughout the 
world by the coup d'etat in Niger, the Army which 
seized power in Niamey on 27 January no longer knows 
exactly what to do. Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, 
leader of the coup and of the military junta, tried to 
reassure everyone yesterday by expressing his strong 
desire to return to the barracks as soon as possible. 
(passage omitted) 

The Entente Council, an old subregional organization 
to which Niger belongs, recently sent a fact-finding 
mission to the new authorities in Niamey immediately 
after the coup. Upon his return from the mission, in 
which he participated, Ivorian Foreign Minister Amara 
Essy held a media briefing in Abidjan yesterday. He 
confirmed that Col. Mainassara and his men have no 
intention to hang on to power. Let us listen to Minister 
Essy: 


[Begin Essy recording] Col. Mainassara appeared quite 
sincere in telling us that he has no personal ambitions, 
and that he was forced to seize power because of the 
prevailing situation. He further stated that his desire is to 
return to the barracks as soon as possible, adding that 
he does not have the experience or the qualifications 
to rule the country. His desire is to appoint a prime 
minister as quickly as possible, a prime minister who 
will be accepted by the entire civil society, and who 
will appoint competent people to important positions to 
rule the country. I believe that his concern is, especially, 
to reestablish cooperation with ue World Bank so that 
an agreement is immediately reached. This is because 
such an agreement will unfreeze not only multilateral 
but bilateral aid as well, and that is his major concern 
right now. 

Our role was not to open a basic debate with former 
President Mahamane Ousmane after meeting the present 
authorities, but it was mainly to ensure that he is 
doing fine. It was also to make sure that he was not 
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injured, and that his living conditions are acceptable. 
{end recording] 


Cote d’Ivoire: President Receives New Niger 
Government Delegation 
AB3001145096 Abidjan Radio Cote d'loire Chaine 


Nationale-Une Network in French 
1245 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The president of the Republic 
this morning received a Niger delegation in his Cocody 
residence. The delegation is led by Colonel Noufou 
Bako, who is a member of the provisional National 
Salvation Council. The purpose of this audience was 
to brief President Henry Konan Bedie on the current 
political situation in the country. After the audience, 
Col. Noufou Bako spoke to the press. Let us listen to 
him: 


(Begin Bako recording) All the press is aware of the 
events that have taken place in Niger. Twenty-four 
hours after the events, your foreign minister here by 
my side, and an Entente Council delegation went to 
Niger to familiarize themselves with the situation. They 
were thoroughly briefed, but I think it is quite normal 
for us to come and see the presidents of the various 
Entente Council member countries. That is the purpose 
of our visit to Cote d'Ivoire today. We are in Abidjan 
to see the president, who is well known for his wisdom 
and precious counselling. That is why we are here: to 
brief the government on the situation, and especially to 
receive its counselling so that together we can continue 
to manage the affairs of this country [Niger] and the 
Entente Council, in particular. 


As you know, a wise man like President Bedie can only 
give us good counselling. I think his counselling is very, 
very enriching. We have come to learn. I cannot say 
we are going back with a certificate, but we are really 
pleased with all the counselling that he has given us. 
We have noted his wise counselling. 


As we have said, we are here because the situation in 
our country is extremely difficult. You are aware of the 
various squabbles among the various institutions in our 
country — the president of the republic, the speaker of 
the National Assembly, and the prime minister. This is 
the reason for our takeover. We want to restore order, 
but rest assured that it is not our intention to remain in 
power. None of us is power-hungry. We were in power 
but we handed over because we felt democracy is a 
necessity. We felt it is a necessity because we thought 
it could make us thrive, but unfortunately, for six years 
this logic has not been respected as far as our people are 
concerned. The economy has broken down, politicians 
were squabbling among themselves, and there has been 
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incessant social unrest. We have to normalize the 
situation by trying to make our Constitution operational 
once again before handing over power to civilians. [end 
recording] 

Cote d’Ivoire: Government Regrets Ead to 
Democratic Process in Niger 


AB3001 150096 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1245 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[Government communique issued in Abidjan on 30 
January) 


(FBIS Translated Text) The 27 January evenis have put 
an end to the democratic process which had started in 
Niger since the national conference. The attachment 
of Cote d'Ivoire to democracy and the rule of law 
is an irreversible factor in both its home and foreign 
policies. Therefore, the Ivorian Government can only 
deeply regret this new situation. It thinks other solutions 
could have been found to the problems caused by the 
cohabitation. The government fervently hopes that the 
Niger authorities will take adequate measures for the 
restoration of the legitimacy of republican legality. 


Cote d’lvoire: Sierra Leone’s Bio Seeks Aid To 
Ead Civil War 


AB3001 141396 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 1300 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Brigadier General Julius Maada 
Bio, the new Sierra Leonean head of state, is on a 
visit to Abidjan. Brig. Gen. Bio arrived in the Ivorian 
economic capital late this morning. According to him, 


[Begin recording) [Doucoure] The new Sierra Leonean 
head of state arrived in Abidjan aboard a Ghana 
Airways aircraft. Brig. Gen. Bio, who is heading a 
large delegation, was welcomed upon arrival at 1100 
by Emile Constant Bombet, minister of interior and 
, and Leon Konan Koffi, minister 
of religious affairs and dialogue with the opposition. 
The Sierra Leonean community in the country was also 
present to welcome the new leader of Freetown, who 
it a point to stress that peace will be at the 
of the discussions he will hold with the Ivorian 


it is known to everybody in the 
Sierra Leone has a problem, and as Cote 
one of the big nations in the subregion, | 

to confer with its leaders to solicit 
help to help solve the problem. 
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[Doucoure}] Concerning the organization of the upcom- 
ing elections in his country, Brig. Gen. Bio pointed out 
that it is up to the Sierra Leonean people to decide. [end 
recording] 


The negotiations between the Revolutionary United 
Front and the new Sierra Leonean authorities are making 
progress, and the two sides are said to have reached an 
agreement on the upcoming elections which were slated 
for 26 February. In view of the agreement, they will, 
therefore, be postponed. [sentence as heard] 


Cote d’lvoire: Sierra Leonean Leader Denies 
Talking With RUF 


AB3001175196 Paris AFP in English 
i740 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Jan 30 (AFP) — 
Sierra Leone's new head of state, Brigadier Julius 
Maada Bio, suggested here Tuesday elections in his 
country may not take place on February 26 as decreed. 


Asked if the elections would be postponed, Bio, here to 
seek the help of the Ivory Coast government in ending a 
five-year-old civil war with rebels of the Revolutionary 
United Front, said: "I am sure you also know the RUF 
has been making peace initiatives and if they are serious 
about that and committed to it I think there is a very 
strong reason to re-look at that date.” 


Less than a week after Bio took power having ousted 
Captain Valentine Strasser, the RUF dropped all pre- 
conditions for peace talks and called a ceasefire. 


No such talks have yet taken place, said Bio, contra- 
dicting a Freetown newspaper report that the RUF had 
meet government officials last week. 


So far “the only contact we have had has been through 
the BBC. We have never had any direct contact. That is 
why we are appealing to a third party to play that role,” 
he said. 


"We have appealed to the whole sub-region. I have 
spoken to General Sani Abacha, to President Rawlings 
and General Conte, and that is why I am here today,” 
he said referring to the presidents of Nigeria, Ghana and 
Guinea. 


He also said he had been trying to make contact with 
the rebels through the Ivorian foreign minister, Amara 
Essy. 


The date of the elections “is a decision for the whole 
nation to take,” he said, adding that negotiations with 
the RUF were central to the decision. 


The RUF last week said it was willing to enter into 
peace talks as long as the elections were postponed. 


ss report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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"We insist if they want peace before elections then they 
should show commitment to the peace process and then 
we can take that to the people,” said Bio. 


He explained that the date of February 26 had been 
set last year by a conference of “key student leaders, 
displaced people, political parties, the government, 
police, military and representatives of all facets of 
society.” 

"That date is very crucial so we decided not to take a 
unilateral decision as a military government,” he said. 


Asked who had the power to change the election date, 
Bio replied, "We have to give respect to the will of the 
people to decide. If it has to be shifted, then we have 
to reconvene (the conference).” 


The junta leader said he had no details of weekend 
attacks in southern Sierra Leone reported Tuesday and 
SO was unable to comment on their implications. 


Bio was met at Abidjan airport by Ivorian Minister of 
State Leon Konan Koffi and Minister of the Interior 
Emile Constant Bombet, before being taken to meet 
President Henri Konan Bedie. 


He was also warmly welcomed by some two dozen 
members of the Sierra Leonean Youth Association, 
chanting "We want peace in Sierra Leone!" 


The youths carried banners with slogans such as "We 
want economic politica) and social stability in Sierra 
Leone before any elections” and "RUF, thanks for 
accepting peaceful negotiations” with the government. 


A spokesman for the youth association, Unisa Zubeya 
Angura, who said the organisation had “links” with 
the Sierra Leonean government told AFP, “For now, 
we need peace before elections. We dont really want 
elections now. We need peace now." 


"I think Ivory Coast will contribute a lot to bring peace 
in our country,” he added, going on to suggest the 
government here had some influence over the RUF and 
noting that RUF statements are frequently made from 
Abidjan. 

Bio left Friday (as received] afternoon for Burkina Faso. 


Liberia 


Liberia: Peace Council Leader Interviewed on 
Disarmament 


AB 3001152496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The problem of disarmament 
is just one of several crucial issues currently facing 
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Liberia’s six-member collective presidency, known as 
the Council of State, which took office in September last 
year. Some people believe thai an even bigger political 
threat is posed by the Krahn ethnic group, the tnbe of 
the late President Sarnuel K. Doe, and there are fears 
that they are working to reestablish themselves in power. 
The leader of the Liberian Peace Council (LPC), George 
Boley, is a Krahn and also a membei 0: the Council of 
State and he is passing through London. When he came 
into our studio, Robin White asked Mr. Boley how he 
responded to those allegations: 


[Begin recording} [Boley] Look, you people have been 
pushing this idea, this ethnic divide for a long iime. 
There is no such, no such thing Robin. I....[pauses] You 
know, what would you expect to do? Defend the Krahn 
people now? I must defend Liberia, Robin. I am first 
of all a Liberian and that is how I think. I do not think 
people that | work with in government or people that | 
have worked with for the last 20 years in government 
see me as Krahn person. Whatever happened is wat 
you people have been pushing on the [air)waves: Krahn, 
Gio, Mano, Robin, the war is over. We are one people 
and we have to move ahead as one country. 


[White] This is not me saying this. This is Liberians 
saying this. 


[Boley] Robin, then you ought to help us to educate 
those Liberians that....[pauses} We should put this ethnic 
thing behind us and move forward as one people. 


[White] But are you putting it behind you? Is there not 
a deep-seated resentment because of Doe? Doe himself 
was a Krahn. He was killed and the Krahn have felt 
resentment ever since. 


{Boley} I do not think so, Robin. | really do not think 
so. You know, we have to move on, we have to forgive, 
to forget, and rebuild the country. We in our own 
movement are not Krahns, and | would like to make that 
clear. The LPC...[pauses] The coalition is exactly what it 
says. We incorporate all of the people in Liberia. There 
is no way, Robin, that this....[pauses] A small section 
of the country can be resilient without the support of 
others. The Krahn people alone could not have fought 
this war and survived. So, we are a country, we are a 
people that must live with other people, we must, you 
know let bygc ars be bygones, and we have opened our 
arms to all of our brothers throughout Liberia, as one 


people. 
[White] I think it is [words indistinct] he has told me that 


he will have that many Krahns in the government but 
you would not have any more Krahns in the government. 


[Boley] Mr. Taylor does not decide who is in gov- 
ernment. The government is everybody's government. 
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I mean, I do not think that....[pauses} | do not think my 
colleague said that with any animosity. I think Taylor 
means well. I have a great deal of respect for him. He 
does have a great deal of respect for me. We work to- 
gether, Robin, and | think that both Mr. Taylor and | 
have passed this ethnic line, and I do not think anybody 
should permit that though, because it is so insignificant 
compared to what we have to do to build this country. 


{White} So, you are getting on OK in the transition 
program? 


(Boley) Pretty much. We work together very much. We 
share the same floor, the sixth floor in the executive 
mansion, and we have to cooperate, Robin. We have 
to cooperate because this is the only way that we 
will disarm, that our own people will disarm, that the 
confidence will be rebuilt. 


[White] What is happening in areas that, you know, 
have been LPC areas around Buchanan, that kind of 
area; what is happening there at the moment. Have you 
started to disarm and hand in your weapons? What is 
going on there? 


[Boley] We have issued orders to all of our people. In 
fact, we have taken the lead in calling for disarmament 
and disengaging our people for disarmament. I think you 
are aware of that. We arc just waiting for ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Ccase- 
Fire Monitoring Group] to deploy and the U.N. to 
deploy and start handing in the weapons. We are ready. 
We have been ready since Abuja. 


[White] Have you, you know, started talking to people 
from Charles Taylor's faction in that area? Are you now 
living in peace with each other? 


[Boley] Oh yes, we live together in peace. We share 
common market grounds. Mr. Taylor and I regularly 
talk to our commanders in the Rivercess, Grand Bassa 
areas, the ITR [expansion unknown] forest area. In fact, 
recently Robin, before | came here, we sent a joint team. 
Can you imagine for the first time, NPFL [National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia) team and LPC coalition team, 
we went to [words indistinct} to Grand Kru County 
and to Sinoe County and we can call Mr. Taylor and 
confirm that. | mean we are working together as a team 
because we have to, for our fighters to believe that we 
are together and that they have (?confidence with us.) 


[White] Do you think when it comes to the bottom line 
that you can tell your fighters what to do, because, 
you know, when people take up guns it gives them 
power. Are the fighters on the ground going to be happy 
surrendering power on a local level? 
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{Boley} I believe, Robin, that definitely, certainly our 
fighters, our men are people who listen to us, and while 
they may not be 100 percent control, | can assure that 
99.9 p cent, they will do what we say. 


{White} Do you think that the same is true for Mr. 
Taylor? 


[Boley] Robin, I can only speak for myself and my 
organization. I believe that Mr. Taylor....[pauses] I have 
no reason to believe that Mr. Taylor does not control 
over his people. In those instances where we have had 
to deal with him, we believe he does have such control 
and that orders will be taken from him as well as orders 
will be taken from other [member} on the council tha’ 
has control over men in the field. 


{White} Do you trust Mr. Taylor? Do you trust the other 
armed factions or do you think that they might have, that 
Mr. Taylor might have a hidden agenda, a second plan 
so that if things go wrong, that he will revert to plan 
B, or does he not think that you might revert to plan B, 
that you are secretly storing weapons somewhere and 
secretly training people, just in case everything goes 
wrong? 


[Boley] Why do you people have to always come up 
with these speculations, Robin. Look, it is a matter of 
confidence. We have to disarm. I have to believe Mr. 
Taylor. Mr. Taylor has to believe me. In fact, quite 
frankly, there is no incentive to do that. I am very clear 
in my mind that Mr. Taylor or Mr. Koromah would 
[not] attempt to do anything dubious. We have to give 
each other the benefit of doubt. We believe that we are 
working in good faith and we will keep it that way. [end 
recording] 


Liberia: LPC’s Boley Disagrees With Taylor on 
Deployment of ECOMOG 


AB3001132596 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Liberia's road to peace is prov- 
ing to be a rocky one, the whole process plagued by 
seemingly endless setbacks, not least, the recent bloody 
fighting around Tubmanburg, splits in the interim Coun- 
cil of State between civilians and military men, and 
woes over press freedoms. Now, following weeks of 
clashes between peacekeepers and various rebel fac- 
tions, Charles Taylor has set the cat among the pigeons 
saying that he will block the deployment of peacekeep- 
ing troops unless a so-called status of forces agreement 
is signed restricting their role. Well, George Boley, 
leader of the rival Liberian Peace Council as well as 
a member of the Council of State, is passing through 
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London. When he came into our studio, Robin White 
asked him what he made of Charles ‘Taylor's statement. 


(Begin recording) (Boley) We have uow been in Mon- 
rovia for five months. We know that the agreement is 
Over too, but let me make it categorically clear that | 
am not making it a condition for continued deployment 
of ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. 


[White] So, you are not totally behind Mr. Taylor with 
this demand? 


{Boley} No, I am not totally in support of total interrup- 
tion of deployment. In fact, to be quite frank, deploy- 
ment should continue while we work on this status of 
forces agreement. Incidentally, this thing will be signed 
at the earliest. I don’t see any need to halt deployment 
completely until this is done. 


[White] Why is this status of forces agreement so 
important, anyway? Why is it so important? 


{Boley} Well, Robin, look, it is important for several 
reasons. The need for this status of forces agreement, 
as I understand it, is to ensure the role of each person. 
For example, it is very clear in this document what the 
role of the peacekeepers would be and what the role of 
the government would be, and I think once we get that 
off and everyone knows his role, then we can go on and 
move this process forward. 


[White] Is it basically a matter of you and Taylor 
and other people in the interim government trying to 
establish some kind of authority over ECOMOG for 
them to be in some way subservient to you? 


{Boley} No, Robin, no, this is not a matter of estab- 
lishing control. It is a matter of doing what should be 
done to bring this country back to what it ought to be. 
There is no doubt, there is no competition here between 
ECOMOG and anyone. In fact, we support ECOMOG; 
we have said without condition that all of our territo- 
ries are at the disposal of ECOMOG for speedy deploy- 
ment and to enhance disarmament at the earliest possi- 
ble time. There is no fight whatsoever for control. We 
are in control of the country. Look, let us get one thing 
clear, ECOMOG did not come to Liberia to claim any- 
thing; ECOMOG is not in Liberia to stay; ECOMOG 
will leave immediately its mandate has been achieved. 
We ought to give them the support and the cooperation 
to achieve this mandate. [end recording) 
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Liberia: ULIMO-Koromah Fighters Harrassing 
Civilians in Lofa 


AB 3001092396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] For the past month or so, Roo- 
sevelt Johnson's branch of ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] has been blamed 
for almost every breach of the Liberian peace agree- 
ment, but now there is evidence that some members of 
Alhaji Koromah’s wing of the movement are alsu up 
to no good, and that they have been taking advantage 
of ECOMOG's [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] delay in deploy- 
ing troops throughout Lofa County to harass civilians, 
many of whom had been forced to cross the border into 
Guinea. Our correspondent, Jonathan Peleyle, has been 
talking to eyewitnesses, and he telexed us this report 
from Monrovia: 


Thousands of people, mostly farmers, have been cross- 
ing daily into Guinea from Liberia's Lofa County to es- 
cape forced labor and harassment at the hands of Alhaji 
Koromah’s ULIMO rebels. Eyewitnesses say the harass- 
ment of civilians by Koromah’s men in Lofa County has 
been going on for some three years now, but it has got 
much worse over the past month with almost all activ- 
ities in the county now grinding to a halt. 


When the cease-fire came into effect last August, the 
maltreatment of the civilian population eased, but when 
ECOMOG troops paid a one-day assessment visit to 
Lofa County recently, civilians in the county called for 
the disarmament and removal of ULIMO forces from 
the region, and referred to the militiamen as murderers 
and looters. Since then, fighters in the region have 
resumed their clampdown on the civilian population. 


Reports say bands of heavily armed ULIMO men have 
been seen moving from village to village in recent 
weeks demanding food from farmers at gunpoint. One 
eyewitness told me: When the armed bandits enter a 
village, they first round up young men and subject them 
to all forms of intimidation, after which the captives 
are made to carry food and other items on their heads 
for ULIMO generals. ULIMO fighters in the district are 
Said to have set up a parallel administration including 
courts and revenue systems. Young men found guilty 
in the courts are sent to work on ULIMO commanders’ 
farms. 
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Niger 
Niger: Council Spokesman Announces Appointment 
of New Prime Minister 
AB3001 192096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[Statement by Lieutenant Colonel Abdramane Seydou, 
spokesman for the Niger National Salvation Council, in 
Niamey on 30 January — live or recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text) The chairman of the National 
Salvation Council and head of state today signed a 
decree relating to the appointment of the prime minister 
of the Republic of Niger. 

By Decree No. 001, dated 30 January 1996 and issued 
by the chairman of the National Salvation Council, 
Boukary Aji is appointed prime minister of the Republic 
of Niger. Thank you. 


Niger: New Premier Aji Calls For Peace, Cossensus 


AB3101093396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 31 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The new Niger prime minis- 
ter, Boukary Aji, who was appointed yesterday by the 
ruling National Salvation Council in power in Niamey 
since 27 January, is now expected to form a new gov- 
ernment. Immediately after his appointment, Mr. Aji, a 
Career economist, launched an appeal to his compatriots 
for peace from Dakar, Senegal, where he is the current 
deputy governor of the Central Bank of West African 
en ene oe CED 
dent, Abdoulaye Thiam: 
[Begin Aji recording) Each Niger citizen must make 
personal efforts for collectedness and consensus without 
which — I am convinced, and | have always been 
convinced — no problems can be solved either in Niger 
or in any part of the world. In Niger, the problems are 
very serious, and I believe that the major concern 
— of course, there are many other equally important 
concerns — is how to solve our social problems 
Another concern is how to achieve the peace which will 
enable each of us to contribute to the reconstruction of 


the country. [end recording) [passage on:itted] 
Niger: Radio Provides Biographical Profs of New 
Prime Minister 


AB3001 195996 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) In a few words, Boukary Aji, 
who has just been appointed prime minister of the 

deputy governor at 
the Central Bank of West African States (IKCEAO] in 
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Formerly the national managing director of BCEAO 
Niger, Boukary Aji served as finance minister for many 
years under General Seyni Kountche's regime. He is, 
therefore, no stranger in Niger. A seasoned economist, 
Mr. Aji holds a doctorate in economics from French 
universities. 

With a good career, particularly in administrative and 
financial circles, Boukary Aji is noted for his honesty, 
precision, and competence as a senior official. 


This is all we can now say about Boukary Aji, who 
is currently in Dakar. The members of the CNS have 
assured us that he will soon be in Niamey. We will be 
providing more details on his career. 


Niger: New Regime Intent on Working Toward 
Improving Economy 

AB3101161496 Paris AFP in English 

1501 GMT 31 Jan 96 


[By Anne Le Coz] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Niamey, Jan 31 (AFP) — 
By choosing an internationally known economist as 
its prime minister, Niger's new junta has shown its 
wish to further economic recovery initiated by its 
democratic predecessors and to retain the support of 
western backers. 


"If we have to go back to square one as far as the deals 
with international institutions are concerned, it will be 
dramatic for Niger," Colonel Ibrahim Mainassara, the 
country’s new head of state, told AFP. 


In line with his promises to keep the interests of the 
nation at heart, Mainassara has chosen an expert to run 
Niger's affairs. 

The new prime minisier, Boukary Aji, 57, considered 
by his peers to be a man of “competence and integrity,” 
is currently vice president of the Central Bank of West 
African States. 


Mainassara hopes Aji’s experience in banking will 
enhance the credibility of Niger's new rulers. 


"We want to offer guarantees to resume ties with the 
international financial institutions,” he said. 


The Saharan enclave of Niger, among the poorest 
countries in the world, last year negotiated a deal with 
the International Monetary Pund (IMF) to provide a 
structural adjustment programme. The deal would have 
brought in an initial $1 billion CFA francs (102 million 
dollars) next month. 


The government led by Hama Amoudo, who was 
overthrown Saturday by the junta, sought to balance the 
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budget by increasing fiscal and customs revenue and by 
reducing public expenditure, notably that of workers’ 
wages. 


"If the programme set up by the old government is 
respected, if there is a firm undertaking by the new 
government to follow this programine, there is no reason 
these institutions shouldn't continue working with us,” 
Mainassara said. 


The formation of a new, entirely civilian government is 
expected shortly. 

Meanwhile, Mainassara was due Wednesday to recon- 
vene a “forum” of traditional chiefs, civil servants and 
representatives of suspended political parties, unions 
and other organisations. 

This forum will contemplate a new constitution and 
electoral code. The junta has said it intends for the 
revision of these key documents to open the door to the 
return of democracy and to the organising of elections, 
no date for which has yet been set. 

“People have to believe in our good faith,” insists 
Mainassara. “We did not come out of the barracks to 
take power, to satisfy personal ambitions,” he said. 


Situation in Niamey Calm; Mainassara Continues 
Meetings 

LD3001161996 Paris Radio France International 

in French 1230 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Niger yesterday, on the 
third day of the coup d'etat, the National Salvation 
Council revealed its main political objectives. It again 
denied that its aim is to take power. Colonel Barre 
Mainassara simply wants to modify the constitution as 
well as the electoral law, after which the army will 
relinquish power and return to its bai ‘acks. [passage 
omitted} 

We have just established contact with our correspondent 


[Vignon] The situation is still calm in Niamey. The 
offices are open and people are getting on with their 
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that they were just warning shots. Lieutenant-Colonel 
[Abderramane Seydou], spokesman for the National 
Salvation Council, also told us that order has been 
restored. 


From the political point of view, Col Barre Mainassara 
continued his meetings this morning. In particular, he 
met with the leaders of the ORA [Organization of the 
Armed Resistance of Tuareg movements} who came to 
be reassured that the peace process will not be disrupted 
by the new political leader. 


We have also seen a representative of the World 
Bank as well as the French ambassador visit the army 
headquarters, where Col Barre Mainassara is receiving 
his visitors. 


Niger: Ousted President Denies Plans To Dissolve 
Parliament 


L.D3001190696 Paris Radio France international 
in French 1730 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transla’ed Text] In Niger, despite the statements 
of the new ‘eaders who said yesterday that they did 
not intend to cling to power, international condemnation 
of the coup carried out last Saturday [27 January] has 
intensified in Africa, Europe, and at the United Nations. 
France announced today that it will remain firm toward 
those behind the coup. 


Our special correspondent in Niamey, Boniface Vignon, 
has just sent us the following report. This morning, he 
visited the barracks where ousted President Mahamane 
Ousmane is being held. He also met his prime minister 
and the National Assembly speaker. The two men have 
also been arrested: 


[Begin Vignon recording] Some 15 men were guarding 
the premises. These men, dressed in army fatigues and 
a green beret, and carrying assault rifles, also had three 
Japanese four-wheel drive vehicles and one armored 
personnel carrier fitted with a machine gun. Three of 
them, on duty on the road partly blocked by a row of 
spikes, prevented, or rather, checked the identity of all 
the members of the military who weve passing by. In 
fact, we were in barracks east of Niamey where ousted 
President Mahamane Ousmane was being held. 


Inside the military camp, nothing special was happen- 
ing, basing the fact that there were small groups of 
heavily armed soidicts 


In an ochre building, where the office of the army 
Chief of Staff seems to have be set up, ousted President 
Mahamane Ousmane, who was surprised to see us at 
first, greeted us. Wearing a traditional robe, a black 
jacket, and his inevitable red hat, the man, who was 
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in good form, was as witty and as politically astute as 
ever. 


A few hours later, we visited the (Tongidia) military 
training center, about 13 kilometers from the capital. 
The former prime minister and the former National 
Assembly speaker are held here. Our visit disrupted a 
game of chess the two men had just started. 


Boniface Vignon, Niamey, RFI. (end recording] 


[Announcer] The ousted prime minister and the National 
Assembly speaker condemned the coup carried out by 
the military on Saturday. 


As for President Ousmane, who was interviewed by 
Boniface Vignon, he explained why he had not dis- 
solved the National Assembly recently, as he had been 
expected to: 


[Begin Ousmane recording) | have heard that | was 
about to dissolve the National Assembly. It also secms 
that this dissolution was supposed to take place on the 
27th of 28th of January, but you know that, according 
to our Constitution, another dissolution of the National 
Assembly cannot take place 12 months after the first 
assembly has been established. I leave it to others to 
draw their own conclusions and to see whether one of 
these deadlines has clapsed. Honestly, I hold those who 
have said this responsible for their statement. As far as 
I am concerned, this is not the case. [end recording] 


[Announcer] That was ousted President Mahamane 
Ousmane. 


Niamey airport was reopened today and the curfew 
enforced since Saturday has been cased. It will now 
be enforced from 2300-0530 local time. 


The new military leaders of Niger said today that they 
have received six applications for the prime minister's 
post. The prime minister will head a civilian transitional 

until the next elections. You may know that 
Lieutenant Colonel Mainassara, who ousted President 
Ousmane, said yesterday he cid not inten? to stay in 
power. 


Prance today repeated it will remain firm toward those 
behind the coup. This is what Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charette said earlier today at the National Assembly. 
He was answering a question from a deputy. 


After Paris and Washington, the European Union and 
Canada have now suspended their aid tc. Niger in a bid 
to increase the pressure on the military junta. 
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Niger: Army Commander Lists Arms Seized in 
Presidential Palace 


AB3001205796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Our correspondent, Moussa 
Idrissa, has interviewed the direc*or of the Niger Armed 
Forces’ equipment and building section on the quantity 
of arms seized at the Presidency. Here is Commander 
Soumaila Garba’s answer: 


[Begin recording) {Garba} | will simply say that the 
quantity of arms that we seized in the Presidential Palace 
was impressive. For example, we found 2,185 guns 
popularly called G-3°s. We found S00 submachine guns. 
We also found 48 (12-7)’s. 


Regarding the condition of the stocks, I will say Uiat the 
greater part of the arms were stocked in an underground 
ammunition store. There is no problem about this 
stockpiling. Regarding the ammunition, the stockpiling 
conditions were not met owing to the small size of 
the ammunition store. Some ammunition was, therefore, 
stockpiled in the fuel store, with vehicles and armored 
Cars parked at the same place. That is all I can say about 
the stockpiling conditions. 


As to the quality of the weapons which the Niger Army 
has or does not have which we found at the Presidency, 
I will say that is not a problem. The problem mainly 
concerns the quantity of weapons stockpiled at the 
Presidency. We have all the types of weapons they have, 
except of course certain weapons used by bodyguards 
and not by the Army. 


(Idrissa] What kind of weapons? 


[Garba] For example, they have Colts, rifles used by 
marksmen, and weapons of that kind. However, with 
regard to classic large-bore and small-bore weapous, the 
Army has those types of weapons. [end recording) 


Niger: French A:sbassador Says Detained 
Dignitaries in God Health 


AB3001215996 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt) National Salvation Council 
{CNS} Chairman Colonel Barre Mainassara carly this 
afternoon received Jean-Francois Lionnet, the French 
ambassador to Niger. After the audience, Jean Francois 
Lionnet explained to the press the purpose of his 
discussions with the CNS chairman: 


{Begin recordin}) (Lionnet] I thanked the CNS chair- 
man for allowing me to meet the principal dignitaries 
of the Third Republic — the president of the republic, 
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the prime minister, and the speaker of the national as- 
sembly — who have been under house arrest for two 
days now. It is normal that I inform my government 
that these dignitaries, who were legitimately and legally 
elected, are in good health and are being held in good 
conditions; and I think they are in good health and are 
being held in good conditions. 

(Unidentified corespondent} Can we see the suspensio1 
of French civil and military assistance to Niger as 4 
condemnation of the 27 January coup d’etat? 


{Lionnet] You can ask your colleagues. All the Western 
nations have had exactly the same reaction. It is not 
a reaction against Niger. It has always been like this 
whenever there is a military coup anywhere in the world. 
I will say it is a classical reaction which everybody 
understands. Naturally, what people must understand 
it that France maintains its cooperation with foreign 
countries because the people need it and not because this 
or that person is the head of state. It is clear, therefore, 
that there is no way to not decide to suspend this 
assistance. We are wailing to see how things improve 
inside Niger so that we can assess our attitude. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Niger: CNS Chairman Receives Tuareg Delegation, 
Libyan Ambassador 


AB3001135596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara, chairman of the National Salvation Council [CNS], 
granted audience this morning to a delegation of the 
Armed Resistance Organization [ORA]. At the end of 
the audience, Mr. Mohamed Anako, the delegation’s 
spokesman, disclosed the purpose of his talks to the 
national media. 


(Begin recording} [Anako] You know that it is perfectly 
appropriate for the ORA to meet the new leadership to 
discuss the prospects of the peace agreement it signed 
with the Niger Government on 24 April 1995. During 
our discussions, the head of state reiterated the new 
leadership's commitment to honor the pledges made 
under the 24 April 1995 agreement. He also reassured us 
of its desire to pursue the current negotiations in order 
to restore lasting and definitive peace in this country. 


(Unidentified correspondent] The Front for the Libera- 
tion of Tamoust led by Mano Dayak seemed this morn- 
ing, on Radio France International, to have favorably 
welcomed the military takeover. What is the ORA's re- 
action to that? 


[Anako} Well, you know that the ORA is first... 
(pauses) engaged in negotiations with the ruling regime 
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in Niger, so the ORA owes it as a duly to request 
explanations from the regime in power. | mean, we 
do not have any preference for any given regime but 
what is certain and we are convinced about is that the 
ORA has, over the past four years, been locked up in 
a struggle — the armed resistance — with the Niger 
Army. It is, therefore, quite normal today for us, the 
ORA, to conduct ourselves in the same way we did in 
the past, and to adopt the same stance in line with the 
peace efforts. Since we now have direct access to the 
head of state, we will definitely know as soon as possibic 
whether we will have definitive and lasting peace in this 
country or whether the war will resume. 


[Correspondent] Concerning Mano Dayak, after the 
accident which led to his death, the ORA immediately 
accused France of being responsible. More than a month 
after the accident and after the publication of the 
preliminary report of the international investigation, has 
your position changed? 


{[Anako] Well, you know that at that time the ORA had 
held the French mediators and the Niger Government 
responsible for what transpired. Today, the commission 
of inquiry has terminated its investigation mission, and 
the ORA is now convinced about one thing: It now 
knows that it was a genuine accident. So, | mean, it 
was quite normal at that time for the ORA to blame 
the Niger Government and France for Dayak’s death 
because it was still under shock but today we have come 
to realize and understand that it was an accident. [end 
recording] 


Shortly after this meeting, Col. Ibrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara held talks with Mr. Muhammad Husayn al-Kuni, 
the ambassador of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah to 


Niger. 
Niger: CNS Communique Sets Working Hours for 
Civil Servants 


AB 3001202796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{Communique issued by National Salvation Council in 
Niamey on 30 January] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The National Salvation Council 
hereby calls on civil servants to strictly observe the 
following working hours. 


From Monday to Friday: 


Morning: From 0730 to 1230, Afternoon: From 1500 to 
1800. 


However, during the holy month of Ramadan, the 
working hours are as follows: 
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Monday through Thursday: From 0730 to 1530, and on 
Friday morning from 0730 to 1230, and in the afternoon 
from 1500 to 1800. 


Niger: National Labor Union Condemns Coup, 
Calis For Democracy 

AB3001211296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Federation of Labor Unions 
of Niger [USTN] has reacted to the events shaking our 
country. The Niger workers’ union strongly condemns 
the disruption and return of the Armed Forces on the 
national political scene. Their comeback was marked by 
the suspension of the Constitution and the dissolution of 
the republican institutions. This new political situation 
is deeply felt by the all the democratic forces, led by the 
USTN, which has always been the leader of the forces 
struggling for the advent of democracy in our country. 


That is why, if you recall, from the transition period un- 
til today, the USTN has always denounced and fought 
with all the means at its disposal the ambitions and 
the multiple and multifarious assaults against the demo- 
cratic order, both by the Armed Forces and the political 
leaders, who have occupied the national political scene 
in a very unworthy way. 


That is why the USTN is demanding, in the strongest 
terms, the reestablishment of democratic order without 
delay A transition structure should be set up to review 
the 26 December 1992 Constitution, and also to prepare 
free and fair elections for the advent of the fourth 


republic. 
Niger: Group Urges CNS To Respect Human 
Rights, Restore Democracy 


AB3001133296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) After listening to the statement 
by the chairman of the National Salvation Council 
{CNS} and after a thorough analysis of the situation 
that led to the military coup, the Association for 
Democracy, Freedom, and Development [ADLD] has 
observed that the persistent crisis within the executive 
on the one hand, and at the apex of the executive and 
legislative powers on the other, have jeopardized the 
Third Republic and made it easy for the Army to come 
back into politics. 

Deeply attached to Republican democratic values, the 
ADLD has noted the real motives that forced the Army 
to intervene, though it cannot endorse the democratic 
process being called into question. That is why, referring 
to the solemn commitment of the CNS to respect 
universal human rights values, the ADLD requests the 
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CNS to personally see to it that citizens are treated fairly 
and equitably, that the curfew is made flexible, and that 
detained persons are released. Finally, the ADLD has 
noted the CNS’ promise to the nation not to cling to 
power but to restore democracy and the Republic. 


Niger: Information Workers’ Union Assesses, 
Deplores Coup 

AB3001220096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} After an in-depth analysis of 
the political situation in our country, the National Ex- 
ecutive Bureau of the National Information Workers’ 
Union [BEN-SYINFO)] regrets the staging of a military 
coup, which stems from the inconsistencies of the Niger 
political class and a misuse of public and private media 
Organs, despite the existence of the Higher Communi- 
cations Council, [CSC]. Nonetheless, the dissolution of 
the latter leaves behind a vacuum which favors the vi- 
Olation of all manner of ethical rules. For this reason, 
BEN-SYINFO demands, in conjuncuon with media in- 
stitutions, the implementation of a. interim organization 
which will ensure the regulation of ad respect for ethics 
in the public and private media. Finally, BEN-SYINFO 
demands a return to constitutional legality as soon as 
possible. 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: U.S. ‘Military, Strategic’ Interest in Benin 
Said Growing 
AB3001215596 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The United States of America 
is said to be developing increasing military and strategic 
interest in the Republic of Benin. This is underlined 
by last week's visit to Cotenou by the United States 
assistant secretary of state for defense, Mr. (Vincent 
Ken), the first of its kind by a high-ranking American 
defense official. 


While in Cotonou, Mr. (Ken) participated in a meet- 
ing of the Benin-U.S. Joint Military Commission estab- 
lished last year. He also discussed arrangements for joint 
training maneuvers by American special forces aiid the 
Beninois (as heard) Armed Forces, scheduled for next 
month. 


Nigerian Minister Hints Exiled Oppositionist 
Behind Bomb Blasts 


AB3001185096 Paris AFP in English 
1601 GMT 30 Jan 96 


| BIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Jan 30 (AFP) — A 
Pb iverian Government minister on Tuesday criticised 
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inquiry was launched into 
and 
died and one was wounded. No 


The blasts occurred after 14 people were killed in a 


A previously unknown group, United Front for Nigeria’s 
Liberation, claimed responsibility for the crash, but the 


Soyinka, past winner of a Nobel prize for literature, 
is a key figure in the National Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO) opposition umbrella group. In October he 
Called for an “armed struggle" to overthrow Nigeria’s 
military leadership. 

"The recent happenings are very unfortunate,” said 
Alhaji Wada Nas, minister for special duties. 

"If we want to move the country forward, this is not the 
way to do it. What he (Soyinka) is doing outside the 
country is very dangerous for the peace and security.” 
“Nigerians should call Soyinka to order because he is 
dragging his feet too long,” he added. 


Meanwhile Nigerian television reported Monday that 
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Democratic Coalition], was behind a spate of explosions 
in the north of the country. Speaking to the BBC 
yesterday, Mr. Soyinka hotly denied the allegations. 


(Begin Soyinka recording) | assure you that I have not 
been involved in any bomb throwing. You see, | think 
this regime is reaching that stage of acute dementia. Its 
eatire propaganda service has gone Gobeltian. | think 
it is studying and adopting the methods of Gobel in 
misinforming the world. All I can tell you is what 
matters, and that is that it is a bloody lie: What | 
read, what I heard that a training camp has been 
guaranteed somewhere, that | attended such meetings. | 
have not attended any meeting with NADECO [National 
Democratic Coalition] outside London, and what we 
must demand of Ofonagoro, Ikimi, and all the other 
mouthpieces — megaphones — of Abacha.... (pauses) 
They should name the dates, the venue, and the names 
of all the people who participated in this meeting. I think 
it’s time we showed up this regime for the lying, you 
know, unscrupulous kind of regime it is. [end recording) 


Well, the Nigerian minister responsible for making 
these indirect accusations was the minister for special 
duties, Alhaji Wada Nas. On the line to Abuja, (Vikings 
Ntema), asked him, in light of Mr. Soyinka’s denials, 
whether the military regime still insists that he was 
responsible for the explosions: 


(Begin recording] (Nas) He was the one who made that 
statement in Canada, was he not? 


(Ntema] You tell me? 


(Nas) I don’t know whether he is denying that statement 
in Canada which he made himself and he is now denying 
it. What he did say are that he will cripple Abacha 
administration and after the bomb blast he said: This 


is the beginning. 

(Ntema] You said in your statement that if one wants to 
move the country forward, that is not the way to do it. 
Which way do you suggest that the opposition should 
take in order to solve this country’s political crisis? 


(Nas) What I will suggest is, let Soyinka and the others 


inside and outside the country. Yesterday the lawyer Which are nowhere but here in Nigeria. Let them come 
aad opposition activist, Gani Fawehinmi, was arrested ‘0 Nigeria to solve the problems, not from outside that. 
shortly before he was due to address a student rally They can’t solve anything from outside. 

oe fees Sloe core © ee [Ntema] But it is in Nigeria that they are being 
= ision a Burkina ort prosecuted, that’s why they are outside in exile. 
South Africa was funding Nigerian opposition groups. [Nas] Who are prosecuting them in Nigeria? Who 
Then last night, a government minister hinted that are persecuting them? Are they the only critics of 
the exiled writer, Wole Sonyinka, the chief figure the government in Nigeria? Don't they hear of Gani 
in Ge opposition umbrella group Nadeco (National Fawehinmi cvery day? Every day he criticizes the 
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government and he is in Nigeria. What has happened 
to him? 


(Ntema) Why was Gani Fawehnmi arrested yesterday 
then? 


(Nas) All that I know is, maybe he is questioned but 
not arrested. 


(Ntema] Now we have another report which says that 
Mandela has refuted claims that South Africa has 
offered hard currency in order to train the opposition 
activists. What do you say to that? 


(Nas) What I will say is that we are in a world of denials 
and refutations, and everything. One will say one thing 
and he will deny it; one will do one thing and he will 
deny it. This is the world we are living in now. 


(Ntema) Do you have any evidence to back your claims? 


(Nas) It doesa’t need any evidence. I am sure you know 
what he has done to our country, Nigeria. 


(Ntema] Would you repeat? I don’t know what he has 
done to Nigeria. Can you tell me what Mandela has 
done to Nigeria? 


(Nas) Who was in the forefront of the campaign for the 
suspension of Nigeria from the Commonwealth? Was it 
not Mandela’? 


(Ntema) But ‘hat does not say that he is offering hard 
Currency to the opposition activists in Nigeria, does it? 


(Nas) All that I'm saying is Mandela is against Nigeria 
whether he is offering a hard currency or not; he is 


under an Ogoni organization, MOSOP, [Movement for 
the Survival of the Ogoni People], (?and made) by 
the same Ogonis with a renowned personality, hanged 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, as their overall boss. Until the Federal 
Government stepped in, it was Ogoni on Ogoni as 
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some external forces, some of whom have records for 
supporting such organizations around the globe. 


The issue here, however, is not whether or not MOSOP 
was a terrorist organization, a fact that cannot be 
contested. The issue is ihat a second MOSOP — or 
if you like another crisis better called Ogoni II — is in 
the making in Ogoniland, determined enough to be as 
bloody in intentions and purpose as the MOSOP under 
Ken Saro-Wiwa. The evidence for this came from Mr. 
David Kenong, who left MOSOP when he disagreed 
with the evils it was planning against some prominent 
Ogoni citizens, four of whom were later murdered on 
the instruction of Ken Saro-Wiwa. Mr. Kenong was one 
of the prosecution witnesses in the trial of the hanged 
Ogoni Nine. 


Living in a hideout in Port Harcourt, Mr. Kenong told 
(7THE VANGUARD) that he had known no peace since 
he gave evidence, an honest evidence, in the trial of the 
Ogoni Nine people. He revealed that MOSOP activists 
in Ogoniland have vowed to kill him and all his relations 
as a protest against evidence he gave during the trial. 
He added that the followers of the Ogoni Nine have 
vowed to kill all those who gave evidence at the trial, 
including their relations. With these revelations, it is 
obvious that Ogoni II is indeed in the making, courtesy 
of the remnants of the MOSOP leadership, who are bent 
on not only tearing the Ogoniland apart but the nation 
as well. 


Let it be stated that the vow by the remnants of the 
MOSOP leadership to carry out their threats should 
not be taken lightly. These people are prepared to go 
to any lengths to satisfy their sponsors that they were 
ready to do as they were told. MOSOP, it must be 
made clear, was acting on clear instructions from abroad 
to cause havoc in Nigeria. Ken Saro-Wiwa himself 
admitted this much before the original MOSOP Council, 
led by the murdered four. It was when they disagreed 
that Ken Wiwa got them murdered in cold blood. It 
should therefore be understood that the plan for which 
Ken Saro-Wiwa was recruited has not been altered, 


performance of what happened in Ogoniland, where 


funds into MOSOP to take off from where Kea Saro- 
Wiwa stopped. If the attackers are sincerely commi'ted 
to the rule of law, they have a duty to instruct them 
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agaist shedding further blood in Ogoniland in the name 
of revenge, or others too would take their own revenge 
as well, and so there will be no end to it. The victims 
will still be Ogonis as they will once more engage in 
killing themselves by themselves. 


The Ogonis should by now have learned that self- 
destruction would never take them anywhere. Indeed, 
if anything, it has badly divided their ranks and there- 
fore undermined their legitimate demands for improve- 
ment in their living conditions. Until they forget their 
differences they will never be united, and until they are 
united, their so-called struggle will continue to remain 
a dream wish. Thus, it is in their interest to forget their 
differences for their own good. 


Nigerian Opposition Figure Rejects Accusations of 
Foreign Funding 

AB3101152596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1115 GMT 31 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) According to some close 
associates of General Sani Abacha, the opposition has 
allegedly received support from Burkina Faso and South 
Africa to overthrow the current regime. The opposition 
has rejected this accusation outright. Tunde Fatunde 
reports from Lagos: 

(Begin Fatunde recording} Chief Michael Ajasin, chair- 
man of the National Democratic Coalition [Nadeco], the 
main Nigerian opposition organization, has categorically 
denied the ruling military junta’s accusation that the op- 
position has plotted with Burkina Faso and South Africa 
to forcibly overthrow Gen. Abacha’s government. Chief 
Ajasin said, quote: There is no truth in this allegation. 
Violence is not included in our program, and I reaffirm 
that a peaceful solution and dialogue must be used to 
settle the political crisis which Nigeria has been plunged 
into, unquote. He also urged the military junta to release 
all political prisoners in order to defuse the tension pre- 
vailing in the country. [passage omitted] (end recording] 


Nigerian Goverament To Launch New Constitution 
in 1996 


AB3101122996 Dakar PANA in English 
1209 GMT 31 Jan 96 


(By Paul Ejime] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) — 
Nigeria’s military government says the country's new 
constitution is to be launched in 1998, when it plans 
to hand over power to elected civilians. Secretary to 
the government Jidadu Idris said in Abuja, the capital 
Tuesday, that Gen. Sani Abacha regime's transition 
programme would be conducted under a decree to be 
promulgated soon. 
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The government had said the constitution submitted in 
July 1995 by a national conference after one year's 
deliberation, was to have been launched late in 1995. 
He did not give any reasons for the change. 


Idris said although the military, which has ruled Nigeria 
for more than 25 of its 35 years of nationhood, "has done 
very well, Nigerians prefer democracy." 


The Abacha regime, which has come under pressure to 
surrender power, insists on its 36-month timetable for 
return to democracy. There have been mixed reactions to 
the local council elections on zero-party basis planned 
for March 1996, as part of the transition programme. 
Some politiciar.s are already warming up for the poll. 
But critics have dismissed it as a waste, saying Nigeria's 
lingering political crisis related to the annulled 1993 
presidential election, ought to be solved first, before 
any credible elections could hold in the West African 
country. 


Millionaire-politician, Moshood Abiola, the acclaimed 
winner of presidential poll cancelled by the last 
military regime of Gen. Ibrahim Babangida, is in 
detention, awaiting trial for treasonable felony after 
declaring himself president of Nigeria in June 1994. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leonean Rebels Deny Report of Breaking 
Unilateral Cease-Fire 


AB3001193196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] As you may have heard on 
this program last night, the RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] rebels are reported to have broken their own one- 
week unilateral cease-fire over the weekend with attacks 
on three villages in southern Sierra Leone. One civilian 
was said to have been beheaded, and eyewitnesses who 
survived claim their assailants attacked them with dag- 
gers and cutlasses. Well, tonight, the RUF spokesman, 
Faye Musa, called us up from Danane (Cote d'Ivoire) 
to dispute those reports. On the line, Robin White asked 
him what he had to say: 


[Begin recording] [Musa] The allegation yesterday is 
a false one. In fact, we strongly believe that some 
politicians are using some elements in the Army itself 
to [?derail] the peace process by breaking the cease- 
fire. This is our belief. The RUF combatants have been 
only in defensive. They have been only in defensive. 
No attacks have ever been carried out by them since we 
announced the cease-fire. 


[White] But one of the people who survived one of these 
attacks said, and I quote: The le who attacked us 
identified themselves as RUF and Started to attack 
us with daggers. 


{Musa} This is what happens. This is exactly what 
happens. There is a group called RUF stigmatizers. 
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wear military uniiorms and 
themselves to the civilians 
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process, are doing. 
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. We are denying categorically. In fact, 
sa now is: The road is still free 
Freetown to un for civilians...[pauses) Relief 
ah ak eligi ae pA. ph 
as are not g any military personnel. We 
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relief. That is categorically announced, and all attacks 

yesterday are not to the knowledge of the 
RUF at all. In fact, it came as a surprise. Everybody 
was surprised when we heard that yesterday. 


[White) Now, what about continuing the cease-fire, if 
indeed you haven't broken it? Are you going to continue 
for another week? 
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(Musa) You see now. They said they also were going to 
observe the cease-fire, but they have allowed politicians 
to use elements within themselves to break the cease- 
fire. You see now what is happening. So, in fact, 
what we are saying now is: Let the 
Provisional Ruling Council] stop the elections. Let the 
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Maada Bio, not give idea of running 
in the elections slated for 26 February. but which might 
be postponed to a later date. 
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Recalling in an interview with AFP that the two sides 
held contacts near Freetown last week, Tom Neway, 
the RUF foreign representative, said that Gen. Bio “is 
trying to play for time.” The new Sierra Leonean leader 
— who on 16 January overthrew Captain Strasser, who 
is still in exile in Conarky — said in Abidjan yesterday 
that as a result of the RUF’s negotiation proposals, 
the presidential and legislative elections slated for 26 


February might be postponed. 


One week after Gen. Bio seized power, the RUF 
declared its readiness to hold peace talks with the new 
ruling team “without any preconditions,” and decreed a 
cease-fire, which was violated in the southern part of 
the country yesterday. 


Mr. Neway pointed out to AFP the RUF’s demands for 
Opening peace aagesenese. They are a postponement 
of the elections slated for 26 February, a pledge by 
Gen. Bio not to run in the elections, the formation of 
a transition national government, and the establishment 
of an independent electoral commission. 


In Abidjan yesterday, Gen. Bio denied holding direct 
contacts with the RUF leadership. He also denied that 
the negotiations had already started. According to Mr. 
Neway, Corporal Foday Sankoh, the leader of the 
Sierra Leonean rebellion, is reportedly ready to go 
to Freetown, “if the minimum security conditions are 


Sierra Leone: Bio Reiterates Government’s 
Commitment to Democracy 


AB3001123596 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The chairman of the NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council] and head of state, 
Brigadier General Julius Maada Bio, has reempha- 
sized his government's commitment to the pursuance 
of peace, democracy, and national reconciliation. Ad- 
dressing thousands of le from various walks of life 
in the northern region at (?Liberation Grounds) in Mak- 
ene during the first official visit there, Brig. Gen. Bio 
appraised the people of the events of January 16, and 
said he came in person to reassure them of the state- 
ment he made to the international community that the 
Change of leadership was done purely in the interest of 

this nation, and not for any personal ambitions. ) 


Elaborating on the government's e overtures, the 
head of state said that he should have been out of 
the country, but because he deemed it fit to start 
briefing his people on this all-important matter he, 
therefore, decided to start in Makene. He acquainted 
them with the reciprocal peace overtures made by 
the RUF (Revolutionary United Front), which he said 
had been further buttressed by their declaration of a 
cease-fire. Amid thunderous applause, the head of state 
promised the people that he will bring peace to the 


of Sierra Leone breathes peace. 


peace. 

chairman noted we have all suffered for too long 
and, therefore, we should now look to put this suffering 
us. He appealed to anyone who knows Foday 
and some of his RUF fighters to use their 
influence to persuade them to come to the negotiating 
table. The head of state said he was prepared to meet 
him at anytime, anywhere, and without any conditions 
only to have the people of Sierra Leone enjoy peace. 
rig. Gen. Maada Bio said his government is ready 
orgive them and ready to embrace them, and it is 


people of this country had been deceived many times 
by sugar-coated words from political aspirants. The 
head of state also highlighted the issue of national 
reconciliation noting that peace cannot hold without 
genuine reconciliation. Brig. Gen. Bio stated that hatred 
and bitterness can take us nowhere, and called on the 
RUF to stop the war and come out to (words indistinct] 


for peace. 


On the democratization process, Brig. Gen. Bio said the 
NPRC government accepted the will of the people in 
their verdict during the national consultative conference 
held in August 1995, when it was agreed for presidential 
and general elections to take place on February 26 this 
year. 


Concluding, Brig. Gen. Bio emphasized that from 
now on, we should adopt a means of engaging in 
meaningful dialogue. He added that the business of a 
good government is to keep in touch with its people. 
He assured his audience that the reconstituted NPRC 
government will as from now on keep in touch with the 
people either in person or through the media. (passage 
omitted] 


Sierra Leonean Electoral Commission Chairman on 
Lack of Fends 


AB3101133796 London BBC World Scrvice 
in English 0630 GMT 31 Jan 96 


(From the Network Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] One of the first actions 
of Sierra Leone's new military leaders, Maada Bio, 
was to confirm that elections would go ahead on 26 
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February as planned. This is in spite of the fact that since 
the coup the RUF [Revolutionary United Front) rebels 
announced their cease-fire, called for peace talks and for 
the elections to be delayed; but even if the political will 
is there, is it practical to hold the elections at the end of 
next month? Certainly, some like James Jonah, the head 
of the interim National Electoral Commission, fee! that 
unless more money is forthcoming, the elections could 
be compromised. From Freetown, Claudia Mackeroy, 


sent this report: 


[Begin recording) [Mackeroy) According to Dr. Jonah, 
the electoral commission has only $6 million to spend 
compared with an initial budget of $17 million. This, 
he says, is simply not enough. 


{Jonah} Definitely, if we do not have more funding, 
particularly for logistics on the election day, we are 
going to have difficulties. We will be able to lave 
election but it will not be the kind of election that people 
will say, well, this is well run, because you cannot run 
any election without money. The logistics, for example, 
how are we going to transport ballot boxes? If we don’t 
have che money we have to use more primitive system, 
and I'm sure this will be subject to criticism, not only 
internally but externally. 


[Mackeroy} The head of the UNDP, James Gustave 
Speth, subsequently announced that UNDP would make 
available an additional $500,000 to the electoral process, 
partly as a challenge to other donors to come forward. It 
remains to be seen whether they will do so. The largest 
single donor to the elections is the UK Government 
which had already pledged 3 million pounds, mainly in 
the form of voting materials such as ballot papers. There 
is no indication that this amount would be increased 
although the British high commissioner in Freetown 
would not give any comments. [passage omitted] 


Perhaps the most hopeful source of additional funding is 
the European Commission [EU], although so far it has 
not made any commitment above its existing $1 million 
worth of electoral aid. Emilio Peres is the EU delegate 
in Sierra Leone: 


[Peres] We are working to see which further area of 
the election process we are going to finance. We are in 
contact with my office in Brussels and we hope very 
shortly to be able to give positive answer about an 
amount and the areas in which we are going to intervene 
in financing this budget. 


[Mackeroy] Yes, but everyone here knows the political 
situation can change very quickly so many Sierra 
Leoneans remain to be convinced that elections are a 
reality. [end recording] 
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